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OF GREAT BRITAIN AND FRANCE. 



XyllE celebrated queftion. Whether upon Giezt 
Britain or France refts the charge of aggreflion 
in relation to the prefent bloody and deftruQive 
war? has been fo long and fo ably contefted^ 
that little^ either in regard to fads or reafoning* 
for^me years paft^ apparently remained to be 
added ; and it gradually and (ilently gave place 
to the more momentous enquiry, in prefent cir- 
cumftances, by what means it might with moft 
facility be terminated. It was therefore a fub- 
jeft of fome furprife when two oftavo volumes 
were announced upon this exhaufted topic> from 
the pen of a writer well known and juftly efteem- 
ed in the literary world, .which boafted to con« 
tain fuch decifive information refpe£ling this 
point, as to leave thofe without excufe who 
3 heiitated 



s 

heiitated to acknowledge their perfe£l conviC'' 
tion.that the crimhiality remained exclufively 
with the French Government, and that the 
condud of the Engliih Mioiftrj was not only 
faultlefs throughout this bufineis^ but in the 
higheft degree meritoriow* 

In a tone of arrogance, for which great au- 
thorities maj indeed be pleaded, Mr, Herbert 
Marfh^ the author of the work in queftion, tells 
us (vol. I. p. zi8), " That though the number 
of thofe who were originally deceived was very 
confiderable, at prefent every man who choofea 
to fee muft fee their error." And again, p. 370^ 
** That Minifters precipitated their country into 
•* a war with France, is an opinion which no- 
•* thing but party malevolence could fuggeft/' 
Having upon a variety of occafions ftated my 
opioion fairly arid fully, that the prefent Mini- 
ilers did precipitate the nation into a war with 
France, and ftill retaining that opinion with the 
fame unwavering firmnefs, after an attentive 
perufal of the chief fpeeches and publications 
which have appeared upon the fuhjeft, and laft 
of all the publication of Mr. Marlh himfelf, I, 
and very many others whofe mode of thinking 
is as little likely to alter on this topic, muft eat-; 
peft to be configned by this gentleman to that 

clafs 



tirfs of incorrigibles whofe obftinacy and male- 
volence render them infenfible to the cleared 
demonftrations of reafon. In what light we, 
^ho'cipnfider the heads of the prefent admini- 
ilration as the grand and original aggreflbrs ia 
thi^ f^tal quarrel (for the French Government 
hiuft bear its fhare of blame), may appear to 
Mr. Marfli, is indeed a matter of perfeft indi& 
iPerence ; bpt it is of confequence that we ftould 
clear ourfelves to the public and to pQfterity* 
Arid whoever brings forward a charge of this 
nature againft Minifters fliould be prepared to 
Jiuftflin itf not in the fpirit of wantonoefs or ca-* 
pric^^ and much lefs of ^' party malevolence,'* 
but ii> the ftrifleft regard to truth, juftice, and 
hiftorical impartiality. 

With this intent, and confcious of being ac<- 
tuated by no other motives, I propofc to enter . 
into an examination of the principal arguments 
adduced by Mr. Marfli in vindication of the 
condufl qf the Britifli Government, avoiding 
for tbe moft part the difcuffion of thofe minutUe 
which occupy fo large a proportion of the vo- 
luipes now before me, but which ferve in reality 
lefs to eQljghten than to embarrafs the' quef- 

tlQQ. 
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SECTION I. 
Containing Remarks an Chapters /, //, ///. 



TttAt in the month of Auguft, in the year/ 
1 791, a conference took place at Pilnitz, in 
Saxony, between the Emperor Leopold and the 
King of Pruffia, which terminated in an agree- 
ment or convention purporting defigns in the 
higheft degree alarming to France, is acknow* 
ledged* That thefe defigns were not then and 
there digefted into a formal treaty is extremely 
probably : and upon this point the declaration 
of Lord Grenville, in his difpatch of June 2o> 
J 797, to Lord Malmelbury, at Lifle, is fufficient* 
ly fatisfaftory. But, upon the decifive evidence 
of M. de Bouille and M. de Moleville, it is cer* 
tain that the proje£l of the Emperor was no* 
thing lefs than to form a league between all 
the powers of Europe, in order to compel the 
French nation. to fubmit to fuch conditions as 
tliofe powers might think fit to impofe. The 
latter indeed pretends that the Emperor meant " 
to efFe£t his purpofe by intimidation merely ; but 
. ' this 



tliis Account of the matter is too ptierile to mcf^ 
rit the lead credit or attention. 

To this league Great Britain, much to the 
honour of its Government at that period, and to 
•tfie difappointment of the combined Courts, re- 
.fufed to accede ; and in relation to this famous, 
or rather infamous, coalition* as well as in other 
refpe£ts, (he appears to have a£)ted a part rather 
friendly than inimical to France* 

During the dreadful ftate to which the iiknd 
of St. Domingo was reduced towards the clofe 
of the Summer of 1791, in confequence of the 
infurredlion of the negroes, the town of Cape 
Frangpis being furrounded by an army of the 
jnfurgents, the moil feafonable and efFeftual re- 
lief was afforded them by the generofity of Lord 
Effingham, (Soyemor of Jamaica : and the Bri- 
tiflb Ambaflador at Paris notified to the Court of 
France his Britannic Majefty's approbation of 
this proceeding; which being tal^en into confi- 
deration by the fecond National Affembly, No- 
vember 5, that body, fo inferior in temper and 
wifdom to their predeceffors, difrefpe£tfully and 
petulantly paffing over the meflage of the King 
of .England, whom they believed perfonally and 
inveterately a4verfe tp the French Revolution, 

VQte4 



wted thanks to die Engiifh Nittion^ ind in fMiiw 
ticular to the Earl of Effingham*.. On thiroe- 
caiion Mr. Marfh puts in a very extraordinary 
claim of merit oti th6 part of the Englifli Co- 
vemment^ in not embradng fo ^vouraMt to 
opportuiiity of making themfelvetf maftf^rs of the 
capital of St« Domi<igo$ and this genefOui eM- 
dtiS (p. 57), '' than which/' acccmling t6 Mt 
Macfii^ <* no fironger pn>of of ffiendfUp could 
be given'' (voL II. p. aoo), he afferti f6 have 
been requited with the blackeft ingratitude. 

To the circular letter written by the King 
-of France, September i79i> to announce his 
acceptaiKc of dse new Oonftitutlon, the Couft 
of London replied early and in terms of reffMsft 
and friendfhip ; while Sweden return^ the letL 
ter udopened, and Sj)ain gave for anfwtt that 
the a£l of acceptance couM not be regarded a^ 
anaftdf fkewiil. 



* M. Dumourier ikylca the King of England '' the Monarcl^ 
^' in Europe the mofl enraged againii the Frendi Revolution.** 
iThis may perhaps be true; but in proportion to the King's 
perlbnal diilike of the Rerohition ^ds his public merit in con- 
forming fo far as he hftd hitherto done td the exifiing circuit* 
Jianc€»t >Xrhich very llfongly enforced the policy of afiing Ispdn 
the laudable fyftem of eqvity and moderatWa. 

In 



In NovembeM79i, Sir Richard Strahan, Cap- 
tain of the Phoenix, meeting with fdme mer- 
chantmen on the coaft of Malabar under convoy 
of a frigate, determined to examine their fea- 
ietters and certificates, as he deemed himfelf 
warranted to do by the tenor of the Commercial 
Treaty, The French frigate refufing to permit 
this, an engagement enfued and the frigate 
ilruck, after fuftaining the lofs of her captain 
jind many of her men. Of this " aft of hoftility," 
as Mr. Marflbi ftyles it, the Court of London 
complained to the Court of France in terms of 
great moderation* But when the note of the 
Ainbaflador was read ip the Affembly, far from 
cfkrmg JktisfaQiony they paffed to the order of 
the day— probably thinking that the Englilh 
Court was in pofleffion of fufficient fatisfaftion 
ialre.ady. The inference Mr. Marfli is pleafed to 
^raw from this tranfaftion, and which thofe no 
doubt miifi fee who are not wilfully blind, is, 
^ that it Ihpws the Englifh Government to have 
^ been defirous to maintain peace, and the 
•* French Government totally indifferent about 



SECTION 



SECTION II. 

Containing Remarks on Clusters IK V, VI, JpT/, 

On the 31ft January 1792, the feffion of Par- 
liament was opened by a Speech from theThrone^ 
penned in a truly pacific fpirit, and even re- 
commending fome immediate redudions in the 
naval and military eftabliihments, which accord- 
ingly took place. And Mr. Pitt was fanguine 
enough to affirm the probability of fifteen peace- 
ful years in uninterrupted fucceilion. Mr. Marfli 
fpeaks of the ^enuinenefs of the Treaty of Pavia^ 
as doubtful. It may however fafely be pro^ 
nounced fpurious^ and therefore it is wholly 
fuperfluous to vindicate England from the charge 
pf having either aftively or paffively acceded to 
it. The difpofition of the Britiflb Miniftry at this 
time li^as unqueftionably pacific ; while, on the. 
contrary, accorjJing to Mr. Marfh (p. 78), the 
inclination of the National AfTembly was to in-* 
volve themfelves in a war by fea as well as byt 
land. 

The fole proof of. this extraordinary aflfertioii^ 
is, that on the i8th March Theodore Lameth^ 



in tbe name of the Committee of Naval AiFairft» 
delivered a report to the Affembly, in which he 
faid ^* that about 80,000 Tailors would be necef- 
f* fary in order to man the veffels now at the 
" difpofition of the ftate; and which the ho- 
^^ nour of the nation as well as the intereft of its 
*« commerce does not permit us to reduce," 
The Committee further requeftgd the Nationaj 
^ffembly to take the fpeedieft meafures for the 
organization of the Navy. It might naturally; 
J^ fuppofed, judging from the reprefentation of 
]^|fr. Marfli, that 80,000 failors were at this time 
^anally engaged in the fervice of France; where- 
as M. Lameth meant merely to Hate, that com- 
pletely to man the navy of France in cafe of a 
naval war would require that number 5 and no 
addition whatever was in fa6b made to the naval 
force then on foot *. Indeed this would have 
t)een a ftrange time to have indulged their m» 
cUnation for a ncwal war, with a land war in, 
foil profpefl:, when, according to the report of 
M. de Moleville, the Marine Miniller quoted bjf 
Mr. Marfh himteK/ome pages before^ the French 
^failors were almoft univerfally in a ftate of in- 
furreftion, and he even declared that he fhould 

♦ Vb. tweQ<7-<me Oiipf of the llae and tiveiily-ei^t fri- 
gates. ^i<i& Rbfojut. 

have 
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fiave found it difficult to induce any officer t» 
accept the command of a ihip of war. 

No wonder then that M* Lameth ihouM re- 
commend it in firong terms to the Aflembly, 
to adopt meafures for the re-organi2ation of the 
Navy. On the aoth April 1792, war was de« 
jclared by Franee againft Auftria; on which great 
firccafion^ England ftill nuuntained its profeffions 
pf neutrality, with the fincerity of which thd 
French Ambafiador> M^ Chauvelin^ appears t0 
havp been perfeftty fatisfied- ** War," fays the 
Ambafiador;^ ^ is not agreeable to the tafte of the 

Nation; preparations a^re peither made in the 
^ porti pr the arfenals. It is certain th^t thtt 
^ fyftera of neutrality debated in council waj| 
^ adopted there.*- So ^ongfy were the new 
Mimfters of France> M. floland ^d his co^ 
leagues, perfuaded of th^ favpurable difpofitloq 
of the EngTiih l^atk^/ and even of the Englilh 
Conrt, at this period, that t|)e King of France 
Vras advifed by them to write (May ift) a con- 
fidential letter to the King of England, thank? 
log that Monarch '^ for all the marks of aff^c- 
•• tion he had given him, and efpecialfy for not 
^ having become a party to the concert formed 
^ by certain powers againft France/' The letter 
^hen proceeds to touch upon topics of the moft 

impo^rta^t 
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Important sind ititerefting n^ture^ and re^rs tdi 
the fecret Inflt u6lions given to the Ambaffadon 
f^ Between our two countries," fays the Frencl| 
Monarch, '* n^w connections ought to take place* 
^ I think t fee the remams of that rivallhip, 
f* which has done fo much mifchief to both, 
^ daily wearing away. It becomes two King« 
f' who have diftinguiihed their reigns by a con^ 
** ftant ddire to promote the happinefs of their 
f people, to connea themfelves by fuch ties as 
*"i;^ill appear to be durable in proportion as 
• the two nations fliall have clearer views ci 
^' their own interefis. t confider the fuccefs of 
f* tbe alliance, in which I wifh you to concur 
ft with as much 2eal as I do, as of the higheft 
^ importance. I confider it as neceffary to the 
'* liability of the refpeQive conilitutions, and 
f the internal tranquillity 'of our two kingdoms; 
^ and I will add, that our union ought to coM« 

^ liiAKp FEACE TO ElTROPE.** 

Never was there a more glorious opportunity 
afforded of advancing to an height before un«* 
known, and of eftablifhing on a broad and folid 
bafis, the great and permanent interefts of man** 
kind. Had the alliance fo eameftly fought by 
France been acceded to with equal fincerity and 
good will on the part of Great Britain, how in- 
calculable 



u 

iralcukble are the mifcbiefs which mighty juij 
in all human probability would, have been prer 
yented ; how immenfe the benefits which muft 
have accrued I The idea is top painful to dwell 
i)pon. The fpecific anfwer to this trul^ noble 
and generous overture is not known* It appears 
only from. the event that it was rejefted, though 
probably in terms of refpefl and civility ; for» 
in the cpurfe of the fame month, the Englifli 
^oi|rt iflued, with the utmoft facility, a procla^ 
ipation, at the, requifition of the Amba&doi^ 
Chauveljoj^ to enforce the an^icable ftipulations 
of the treaty of 1786, prohibiting the. fubjcSs 
^f Engird from taking out or accepting any. 
f:ommiffions from the princes and ilates a£tu^]]^ 
^t war with France. 

The famous proclamation ^againft feditiou» 
writings appeared indeed nearly at the fame 
time; but this paper, whether politic or impoIi» 
tic in itfelf, was drawn in terms which ought 
ijot, aqd \n fa^ did not give the leaft offence 
to the French Government. " If," fays M,. 
Chauvelin, in his Note to Lord Grenville on thia 
occafion, ** certain individuals of this country 
** have eftabliflied a correfpond^nce abroadt 
*f tending to excite troubles therein j and if, a^ 
f* the Proclamation feems to infinuate, fonie^ 

« FrenteV 



*^ t'renchmen have entered into their vIeWS; 
** this is a circumftance unconneftcd with the 
'* French Nation, the Legiflative body, the 
^ King and his Minifters. It is a proceeding of 
** which they are entirely ignorant, which mi- 
'* litates againft every principle of juft ice, and 
** which, whenever it became known, would be 
•* univerfally condemned throughout France.*' 
*^ Independently,'* continued the Ambaflador, 
•* of thofe principles of juftice, from which a 
** free people ought never to depart, if any one 
** is anxious to refleft candidly on the true in- 
** t^refts of the French Nation, is it not evident 
•* that they muft be anxious for the internal 
** peace, and the liability and duration of the 
** Conftitution of a Country, which they already 
^* look upon as a natural Ally?" On the 15th 
June 1792 the SefSon ended; when the King 
renewed the proteftations of his care to main- 
tain the harmony and good underftanding which 
fubfifted between him and the feveral belligerent 
powers, and to preferve to his people the un- 
nrterrupted bleffings of peace. 

So convinced was the French Government of 
Its fianding, upon the whole, well with the 
Court of London at this period, that the King 
jof France, by the advice of his prefent virtuous' 

and, 



ikhd patriotic Minifters^ prderedM. Clbauv^lia 
to prefisDt, June iSth, a memorial to the Engr 
lift Minifter for foreign afIair9»T|3C[ueftiDg the 
mediation of the King of England Jbetweeu 
France and the allied powersr " The confe-? 
•* quences/* faid the Ambaftadoty " of fuch'a 
•* confpiracy, formed by the concnrrifnce of 
•* powers who have been fo bng riyalSp will bci 
•* eafily felt by his Britannic Majefty ; - the ba-* 
^ lance of Europe^ the independence of thfi 
•' different powers, the general peace, every* 
*' confideration which at all times has fixed thei 
** attention of the Englilb Government, is at 
•*- once expofed and threatened* The King o^ 
•* the French prefents thefe ferious and impQrt'»i. 
'^ ant confiderations to the folicitude and thei. 
•* friendftiip of his Britannic Majefty, Strongly. 
•* penetrated with the roarks of intereft and af^ 
•* feflion which he has received from him, he' 
**.. invites him to feek in his wjfdora, in his fitu- 
" ation, and in his influence^ ' means compati- 
" ble with the independence of Jbe French Na- 
•• tion to flop, while it is ftill time> the pro- 
** grefs of the confederacy formed againft her, 
« &c/' 

After a lengthened and tedious jateryal of 
twenty days, that i^, in the courtly language of 

Mr. 



1^ 

Mr» Marlh (p. 119), •* of mattite delibefatioiij,'*;* 
t}\c Ambaflador received the following cold an4 
repulfive anfwer : ** His Majefty thinks, that in 
** the exifljni^ circumftaoccs of the war now 
*' begun» the intervention of his counfels or^jf 
*' his good offices cannot be of ufe, u'niefs they 
^ (hould be defired by all the parties inte- 
« refted-'* 

But, as a mod able writer* and ftatefmaii 
remarks ♦, " When ALL the parties in a war 
*' agree to defire the interpofition of a neutral 
** power, no friendly offices are wanted to brings 
*^ them back to a pacific temper. Peace is al^ ' 
^^. moil as good as made^ when ALL the con- 
.** tending parties are difpofed to defire it. The 
V obvious duty of a commdn friend, the true 
f policy of a generous, or even of a prudeot» 
*^ Coverament, is to employ its good officesi and 
•' Xo exert its influence with thofe powers whicU 
*^ ncjay be lefs inclined to views of moderationji 
'' to encourage and promote a pacific difpofi- 
•* tibn, to favour that party which feems the 
*' readiefl to liften to reafonaUe overtures, aud 
•^ to make conceffions for the benefit of general 
^' accommodation* Such were the wife and 

• Philip iFniMsts, E(<i* Vide Cbeflion ftatedMaix^ 1798. 

•* honour- 
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f* hqiiourable duties of England^ wheel his &^a« 
•* jefly*s mediation, was folicited and refufed." 

To this admirable defcriptioo of the fundions 
of a mediatorial power, nothing need be added. 
It is not to be imagined that in the exifting 
circuTnJiances of the cafe, Auftria and Pruflia 
would have dared to refufe the good offices of 
Great Britain: but had. thofe powers (hewn 
themfelves wholly obftinate and refraftory, Eng- 
land had in recent inftances manifefted in what 
mode refpeft to her mediation could be enforced* 
The confcioufnefs of our own ftrengih (hould 
have infpired an opennefs and noblenefs of con- 
du6t. The interefts of Great Britain were evi- 
dently and clofely interwoven with thofe of the 
Continent, which feemed to look up to England 
as the arbitrefs of its fate. But the genius of 
Mr. Pitt did not rife to a level with the proud 
^re-eminence in which Y^ty his King, and bis 
Country, were at this critical moment placed *• 

StiU 

* A magnanimous (tatefman^ it has been remarked^ of 
fir(l*rate talents^ a Fox^ a Mirabeau^ or a Chatham, would 
moft aifuredly have aooeded to the pro})ofal of an alliance^ and 
have given Law to Europe. A Minifier of more caution^ ^but 
equal in fagacity, a Walfingham or a Walpole, would perhaps 
have declined the alliance^ but would certainly have aooepled 

the 
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Still Mr* Pilt appeared to the generality of 
thQfe petfons vrha diAiked feme and defpifed 
other parts of his condu6l, to be at leaft a prtt« 
^ent. Minifter, who would not lofe fight of the 
peace and fafety of the Country, if he did not, 
like his greater Sire, afpire to the nobler praifc 
of wifdom, generofity, and magnanimity; but 
foon they perceired themfeives in a fatal error/ 

SECTION m. 
Containing Remarks on Chapters VIII , IX^ X, 

XI, XI i. 

Ok the depofition of the King of France, 
Augufi lo, 179a, orders were almoft immedi- 
ately feht to Earl Gower, the Englifli Ambafik- 
dor at Paris, and who had difplayed much fenfe 
and difcretiofl during his embafly, to withdraw 
from that city and return forthwith to England ; 
therein Tirtually taking a decided part in the 
interior concerns of France, calling a ftigma 
upon the conduft of the National AffemWy, 

the mediktion, A cold and artful Minifter^ a Mazarine or a 
Sunderland^ would have done neither^ but^ from a principle of 
CBlf-iotorefi merelf^ would luuire-^rieldcd paftvdjr to tbe farjing 
^mpulfe of esufiin^ ciroinnftancca, 

c and 
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and diflfolvlng the moft direA and important 
medium of communication with that country at 
a time when the political relations of the two 
nations became more than ever interefting and 
momentous. 

Whether the National Affembly were or were 
not juftifiable in the meafure of depofition» the 
Engliih Government could poflfefs no right of 
jurifdi£tion over them i and the political necef-* 
fjty of maintaining an intercourfe of amity and 
good offices was at leaft as urgent ^ as before. 
Louis XVI. was unqueftionably a traitor to the 
conftitution which he had fworn to defend. 
This is harih language, but it is truth*; and 
France probably was to be faved ojily by pro- 
ceeding to this extremity. All beyond feems 
the refult of democratic vengeance, and not of 
juftice or even of policy. But what political 
merit had Louis XVL in relation to England, 
that the Engliih Government (hould intereft itfelf 
in the perpetuation of his power ? Mr. Marfh 
frequently refers us to the " perfidy" of the 
French Government previous to the Revolution, 
and in particular (p, 53) to.th^ part which France 

^ Vide Hiftorical Qiflertation on the Charaaer and Condu6b 
of LouU XVI. \ 
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afted in relation to America. But was this thft 
perfidy of the National Affembly or of Louis 
XVL? 

And in fpeaking of the requeft of France, to 
mediate between her and the Germanic Powers, 
Mr. Marfh exclaims (p. 121), " For whom was 
** England to take thefe effeftual and decifive 
** meafures ? For a nation which has never ceaf- 
** ed to be our mortal enemy ; for a nation which 
** never faw the Britilh Government in diftrefs 
^ without taking ungenerous advantage of it 5 
** and at the beginning of the very laft war, 
*^ which was concluded hardly ten years before 
** the period in queftion, had proved itfelf as 
** treacherous as hoftile." But if all this be, 
true, why incur any political rifques in oppofing 
the downfal of a Government which had fhewn 
itfelf thus uniformly treacherous and hoftile? 
Surely the new order of things could not be 
worfe in this refpeft than the old. Since the 
eera of the Revolution, the National Aflfembly 
had taken every opportunity of courting the 
favour and friendfliip of the BritiQi Nation : and 
during the quarrel between England and Spain 
refpefting the Nootka Settlement, they indicat- 
ied an infuperable relu£tance to engage in hofti^ 
litiee agafnft us. Of whatever private YU^ues 
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tbe King might be poflefledi he inherited with 
the Crown of the Bourbons all the political rices 
at lead of his anceftors : and Mr. Sheridan was 
perfeftly juftified in declaring, " that the Minifter 
** deferred to be impeached who Ihould. enter 
** into a war for the purpofe of re«eftablifliing 
** the former defpotifm of the Houfe of Bour* 
*^ bon in France ; or fhould dare, in fuch a caufe» 
*' to fpend one guinea or to fhed one drop of 
'* blood." And, by parity of reafon, that Mi^ 
nifter would merit, if not impeachment, fevere 
cenfure at leaft, who fhould fubje£l this country 
to the fmalleft political inconvenience for the 
fake of ihowing refpefi or doing honour to th^ 
memory of that deteftable and detefted houfe* . 

But the recal of the Amba0ador wa«r necef* 
farily produflive of the higheft political incon* 
Tenience. It was an unprovoked and flagrant 
infult to the French Nation, and it was by all 
perfons of political difcernment in both coua« 
tries regarded as ominous of future animofity, 
contention^ and war$ occaiioning as it did a 
mighty ihock to the feelings of that high-fpirited 
and gallant people, who carry to a pitch which 
borders even upon the romantic, their ideas of 
the point of honour. ** The fufpenfionof the 
<' I^ing of the French/' fays M. BriSbt in his 

famous 
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famous Report of the 12th January 1793, *« on 
" a fudden changed the apparent difpofition of 
•* the Englifli Court. On the 17th Auguft Oie 
•* recalled her Ambaffador, under the futile pre- 
'* text that hi^ letters of credence were addfeff- 
«» ed only to the Monarch, as if new letters of 
" credence could not have been expedited. The 
*^ Minift^r Dundas added, that this recal was 
** perfeftly conformable to the principles of 
*' neutrality adopted by the Englifh Court, and 
*' her firm refolution not to interfere in the 
** internal government of France. Neverthelefs 
** the Ambaiador was recalled upon the ground 
•* of the revolution of this 10th Auguft. Was 
^ not this an interference in the interior con- 
** cems of France, fince it involved in it a pub- 
•^ lie difapprobation of its operations ? If the 
** Cabinet of England had entertained a juft 
^* refpefit for the independence of the Gallic 
" Nation, an Ambaffador would at leaft have 
" been fent at the opening of the Convention. 
** For when all the departments had named 
*^ Deputies to this Convention, it was evident 
" that a formal fanftion was given to the pre- 
** ceding meafures of the National Affembly, 
** and confequently to the fufpenfion of the 
** King. Did the Cabinet of St. James's found 
** its refufal upon the abolition of royalty pro- 

** nounced 
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« iiounced by this Convention at the com* 
*' mencement of its fittings? We anfwer, that 
" the Convention was invefted with unlimited 
'* powers; and that it had a right to abolifli 
*' royalty, and to fubftitute a republican go- 
** yemment in its place. The Cabinet of St* 
** James's could not refufe to correfpond with 
" the new Executive Power eftablifhed in France, 
'* without violating the principle which Ihe had 
" herfelf proclaimed refpefting the independ- 
'* ence of nations ; without declaring their de- 
** termination to interfere with the internal 
" concerns of France. Difdaining neverthelefs 
*' thefe frivolous diplomatic chicaneries, and 
•^ conceiving that the repofe of nations ought 
" not to be facrificed to the miferable difputes^ 
" of etiquette; hoping all things from time, 
** reafon, and viftory ; the French Republic orr 
V dered her Ambaffador in London ftill to exer- 
" cife his jfunftions." 

Thus, while the Court of London plumed 
itfelf upon its moderation in permitting M, 
Chauvelin to prolong his refidence in England, 
the French Government, loth to break with the 
Englifh Nation, yet indignant at the treatment 
of the Englifli Court, claimed with at leaft equal 

reafon 
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)%&fon. equal merits from her filence and fuffer* 
ance under this unmerited affront. 

In the inftrudions tranfmitted to LordGower 
upon this occaiion^ it muft be remarked, that 
his Iord(hip was direQed to take efpecial care, 
in all the converfations which he might have 
occafion to hold before his departure, not to 
negleft any opportunity of c(eclaring that, " at 
** the fame time, his Majefty means to obferve 
'* the principles of neutrality in every thing 
** which regards the arrangement of the inter- 
** nal government of France.'* On reading this 
inftru£tion, who can. avoid exclaiming. Why 
then depart at all ? If it were the real inten* 
tion of the Britifh Court to maintain its neu- 
trality, why adopt a meafure fo invidious, and 
which muft neceflarily put that neutrality fo 
much to the hazard? It feems evident, that 
the party fo long and fo well known by the ap- 
pellation of " the King's friends" — from the 
conamencement of the revolution inveterately 
hoftile to it, as to every fpedes of liberty under 
every form — were now gaining once again an 
afcendency in the Cabinet ; and the recal of 
Lord Gower, with the declaration annexed, 
was the refult of a political compromife, as 
fatal as it was weak and difgraceful. 

The 



4*' ' 

• TW^l^wttdh Eiiecativtf Government upon their 
part, on this trying occaflonj condufiled itfelf 
with the utmoft temper and wifdom. ** The 
*^ Coundl," ftys M! Le Brun in his reply to 
the 6fficia1 Notification of Lord Gowfcr, •* hath 
*^ feen with re^et the dieterminition of the 
^^ Britifli Cabinet to recal its AmbaflTador, whofe 
** prefcnce attefted the favourable difpofitions 
*^ of a free and generous nation ; and who had 
**^ never been the organ of any other than ^ttii- 
*^ cable words arid fcntiments of benevolence. 
"^ If any thing can diminiffi this regret, it is the 
** renewal of the aflurance of the neutrality given 
^^ by England to the French Nation. This af- 
'* fiiranee appears to be the refult of the inten* 
** tion wifely reflefted upon and formally ex- 
** prcffed by his Britannic Majefty, not to in- 
** terfere in the interior arrangement of the 
" affairs of iRrance. Such a declaration cannot 
** be furprifing on the part of a people enlight- 
*^ ened ^nd fpirited, who firft of all nations re- 
** cogni^^ed and eftablifhed the prindple of the 
*^ National Sovereignty : who fubftituting the 
*^ Empire of the Law — the expreffion of the 
** will of all — to the arbitrary caprices of indi- 
•' vidual vvills, was the firft to give the example 
" of fubjefting Kings themfelves to that falu- 
" tary yoke ; who, in finc^ hath not deemed 

. « herfelf 



^* herfelf to hare purchafed too dear, ty long 
'^ convulfions and violent tempefts^ that liberty 
'• to which fhe owes her glory and profperity* 

*' This principle, of the inalienable fovereignty 
•^ of the people, as now going to manifeft itfelf 
*' in a ftrong manner in the National Conven« 
" tion, of which the Legiflativre Body has agreed 
'^ the convocation, and which will fix, without 
** doubt, all parties and all interefts. The French 
" Nation h^s ground to hope that the Britifh 
*^ Cabinet will not depart, in this decifive mo* 
** ment, from the juftice, the moderation, and 
^ the impartiality, which have hitherto charac- 
•* terized her proceedings." 

But notwithftanding the hollow neutrality of 
words, contradi£led by her own public a£^, on 
the part of the Edglifli Court, and the noble 
and magnanimous acceptance of that fallacious 
neutrality on the part of the Executive Council, 
the prevailing opinion in France from tjiis time 
was, that England would ultimately join the 
coalition, and thofe who were really moft g^d- 
verfe to the idea of a rupture with that Power 
thought it neceffary to prepare the public mind 
for what they conceived to be fo probable an 
events . 

This 
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*rhis f hey endeavoured to do in divcrfe ^ay's • 
JVry?, By depreciating the power of England^ 
and reprefenting that^ in confequence of htt 
immenfe debt^ ihe would not be able to exert 
her native force with the fame effbft fht had 
heretofore done. Nay, that a war would foon 
bring on a crifis in her finances^ and that a na>« 
tional bankruptcy muft inevitably enfue. Se^*^ 
condljfy By magnifying the difcontent and di& 
affe£tion which were known to exift in a certain 
degree in that kingdom ; and by plain intima- 
tions, and even aflTertions^ that, in cafe of a 
war, it would be eafy to excite a formidable in** 
furre£tion in England^ which would probably 
terminate in the fubverfion of kingly Govern-* 
ment. 

How far Mi Briffot, and other popular orators 
in the Convention who ufed this language, cre- 
dited thefe extravagancies themfelves, does not 
dearly, appear 5 but the governing party had at 
all events an obvious intered in making others 
believe them. Truth however requires the ac- 
knowledgment, that there exifts no evidence of 
their entertaining any agents in England with a 
view to excite public difturbances. They were 
probably deceived in a certain degree them- 
felves 3 they meant, from motives which appeared 

ia 



ito their view highly patriotic, to go certain 
lengths in order to deceive others ; and this, 
though by no means amounting to a juftifica^ 
tion of their policy, feems the moft fatisfaftory 
key to their conduft. 

But it is not eafy in adopting a Aibtile atld re^^ 
fined fyftem to draw the line accurately and pre- 
cifely. Briffot and his colleagues fo frequently 
afferted '^ that it was the intereft of France to 
•* engage in a general war;'* " that the revolu- 
** tion could be completed and perfefted only 
^ by fuch a war;" " that the governed miift be 
** incited againft the governors;" and *^ that 
*' France for her own fafety muft fet fire to the 
" four corners of the World," &c. &cc.; that 
many were ferioufly of opinion that this ought 
to be e£Fe£ied, and the fpirit of Jacobinifm foon 
began, even under the Briffotine adminiftration, 
which it (hortly afterwards fuperfeded and over- 
turned, to appear very formidable. Many vio* 
lently patriotic members of the Convention 
afpired to the glory of revolutipnizing England, 
and from the combined influence of the caufes 
fo repeatedly ftated to them, they thought little 
of the danger attending it ; and there were thofe 
who hefitated not to affirm, that England was 

no 
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m tHore to be dreaded thatt tlie Republic of 
Ra^ufa. 

Ih this (tangerdu^ and higbty fermented (late 
of the public mind, the Patriotic Societies m 
England began the pradice of prefenting at the 
bar of the Convention addrcfles of congratula* 
lion, filled with bold, infolent, and feditious ex* 
preflions, to which atifwers were returffed in- a 
congenial fpirit full of refpeft and complacency* 
After the decifive viftory of Gemappe, and the 
concomitant fuccefles of the French Armies in 
Germany and Italy, the licentious enthufiafm of* 
that democratic and anarchic body knew nb 
bounds ; and the famous decree of the 19th No- 
vember 1792, granting fraternity and promifing 
aflSftance to all thofe people who wilhcd for 
Liberty, pafled by acclamation.' On the aSth 
of the fame month, the prefidcnt of the Con-i 
vention, M, Gregoire, in reply to a feditious 
addrefs from England, went the violent and ex- 
treme length of declaring, " that the moment 
" without doubt approached in which the French 
*' would bring congratulations to the National 
'* Convention of Great Britain.'* 

No fooner had this intelligence reached Eng- 
land 



land than a refolution wa& taken^ in the ftea4 
of reinftating Lord Gower as Ambaflfador, and 
authorizing him to remonfirate with energy againft 
thcfe extravagancies, which moft affuredjy would 
lieyer haise been committed had he remained in 
his proper llation, immediately to convoke the 
Parliament and- to ftate to them in the firft iiJ- 
fiance, inftead of the French Government, all 
the c^ufes of grievance. The Parliament ac« 
cordingly met December 13th in a moft unufual 
time and manner, and every artifice was put in 
pra£iice by the Minifters, and but too fuccefs- 
fully, to excite a national alarm. Parliament 
fummoned, no one could tell why^-^the Militia 
palled out to fight, no one could tell whom — a 
plot againft the Government, no one could tell 
what — an explofion hourly 'expe£led, no one 
could tell where — the Stocks falling, the Tower 
fortifying, meetings here, addreffes there, found 
and fury in the debates of the two Houfes, 
Mr* Fox's counfels contemned, atnd Mr. Burke 
deemed an Oracle of Wifdom *. 

The 

* ThoCt perfons who are curious to know the authentic par- 
ticulars of this incomprebenlible plot« muft apply to very high 
authority indeed. **. The Kino of England/' fays Mr. Marfh 
(p. 224)^ quoting from the namelefs author of a namelels 
tradl, *^ knew the leaderS) the agents^ the fodeties^ the corrc- 

'* fpondencies, 



30 

The Speech from the Throne contained a 
formal denunciation of the French, whofe coti- 
du€l had indeed by this time afforded juft and 
weighty grounds of complaint. The Decree of 
November ; the opening of the Scheldt the an- 
nexation of Savoy, in oppofition to the pretend- 
ed renunciation of conqueft 3 the reception ^iven 
to the Englilh addreffes by the Convention ; were 
all legitimate fubje£ls of reclamation and re- 
monftrance. But neither reclamation nor re- 
monftrance was made to the Government of 
France. As a meafure of national f^curity and 

'^ fyaadaacies, the emlflaries^ the periods of their meeting; 
** their joumieS| and their refolutions. He Icnew that the pla^ 
'* wa^ If^id to fei^e the Tower^ to plunder the arfenalj to break 
*' open the prifons^ to pillage the public buildings and the hoyfes 
•• of the rich, and to cut off at one flroke the feveral branches 
•' of the Conftitution. His Majcfty knew that the execution 
^ of the plan was fixed for Saturday the 1^, or Monday the $d» 
*f of Pecember* He knew where 2Q>ooolbs. of iron lay in fudi 
'^ a i^te of readinefs> th^t in the fpace of fix-and-thirty l^outs 
*' the whole could be forged into pikes. He knew what emif- 
*' fary, after remaining four-and-twenty hours in London^ fct 
*' off for the Hague, with orders to revolutionize Holland. 
** His Majefty knew which of the emiflaries warned his agents 
<' to take care« as the firft atteinpt had failed, how they engaged 
" in a fecond. He knew the number and names of the French 
'' Cannoniers," &c. &c. If his Majefly knew s^U thefe things^ 
he has certainly fhewn himfelf not inferior tp his illudrious prc*- 
deceifor £Ling William m the art of keeping a Se^et» 

prevention. 
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prevention^ an augmentation of the naval and 
military force of the Kingdom was voted. The 
Alien Bill, the Bill for preventing the Circula- 
tion of Affignats, for prohibiting the exportation 
of Arms and military Stores to France, ^of Grain» 
and even of foreign Corn, through the medium 
of England, in dired: and acknowledged de&« 
ance of the Commercial Treaty, were pafled, 
being carried through their feveral ftages by 
great and decifive majorities in both Houfes. 

Thefe meafures were not of a nature to pais 
unnoticed in the National Convention of France. 
On the 15th December, the principles of Jaco- 
binifm ftill rapidly gaining ground in that AC- 
fcmbly, a Decree paffed, that in thofe Coimtri^ 
which are, or Jhall be^ occupied by the Armies 
of the French Republic, the Generals fhall im- 
mediately proclaim, in the name of the French 
Nation, the Sovereignty of the People and the 
abolition of all conftituted authorities, &c. la 
the words or Jhall be, a ftrong and facile imagi- 
nation like that of Mn MarQi might fuppofe an 
oblique threat to England included (p. $ij)* 
The truth is, that the French univerfally con- 
ceived the cotifederacy, or, as they rather chofe 
to ftyle it, the confpiracy, formed againft them 
to be in the higheft degree bafe and unjull. 

They 
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They regarded it/ not without fome colour of 
rcaron, as a war refolvedupon for the exprefs 
purpofe of fubverting the infant lib^ty of France, 
and of reftoring amongft them the reign of def- 
potifm. The majority, therefore, thought they 
were fully juftified in defending themfelvds as 
they could, and in repelling fo linprovolgsd 4n 
aggrefTion, by attacking their enemies in the 
part wherein they were the moft vulneraUe, 
As in was a war againft liberty pn the part of thie 
combined defpots, fo on the part of France it 
was confidered as a war againftdefpotifm, which 
was to be conduced upon principles totally dif« 
ferent from thofe which had been known or 
a£ted upon in any former war ; and if Englanci 
joined the coalition of defpots, they meant nk) 
doubt to clafs her as flie claffed hcrfelf, 

Wheii M. Baraillon, a moderate member of 
the Convention, therefore propofcd, as Mr. Marfli 
ftates (p. 340), to reftri6t the meaning of the 
Decree of the 19th November to the Coun^ 
tries with which France was aftually at war^ 
becaufe it had excited uneafinefs in the Briti(h 
Government, the previous queftion was imme- 
diately demanded upon it, and the propofition 
negatived without a debate, as infidioufly de- 
fighed. . • ' ' . . < 

The 
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The cotida£fc of the Etecutive Government 
was howcyer far more temperate than that of the 
Legiflatlve ; and> indeed^ highly laudable, confl*- 
dering their circumftances^ and the abfolute ne« 
ceflity the members of the Council were under 
of conforming in a certain degree to the hu« 
mours and caprices of a diforderly democratic 
AffembV* 

M. Le Brun, Minifier for Foreign Affairs, id 
his report to the Conrention of the igthDecein* 
ber, declared that there was nothing in the 
Englifh Armaments which ought to excite 
alarm, fince they exceeded by four fhips of the 
line only th^ number which had been commif- 
lioned in the preceding year. And fome days 
after, when thirteen rnore (hips of the line were 
put into connniffion, he ftill affirmed that the 
force voted by the Englifli Parliament was not 
formidable, ne font pas- encore trop effrayam ; 
coniidering, as h^ added, the difficulty of com- 
pleting the crews of thefe veffels for want of 
mariners. He affirmed, " that the Council hai 
** given exprefs orders to the Minifter, Chauve- 
** lin, to embrace every opportunity of affuring 
*' the Engliih Nation, that notwithftanding the 
** ill-humour of its Government, the French 
'^ people defired nothing more ardently than to 

D ^^ merit 
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^' merit its efteem. Alfo, that in cafe the aMia« 
'' ment, to which he had alluded, (hould be 
^' continued, M. Chauvelin had inftru£lions to 
*f declare that a folemn appeal would be made 
•* to the Englifh Nation// ** An appeal," as 
M. Briflbt afterwards profefied to explain it> 
'^ to the reafon and juftice of a great Nation, 
** duped by the tricks charlatanifmc of its Mi- 
'^ nifters, and he exprefled his furprife that the 
V Englith' Court ihould zSeGt to regard it as an 
" incitement to infurreftion*." 

* Thpie who axe conveiiant in Englifh Hiftoiy, will RcoUeft 
the *' Appeal** made by Count Palm^ the Imperial Ambafladoo 
A. D. 1726, by order o^ his Court, to the Englifh Nation, for 
which he was juflly commanded to depart the realm, as for an 
egregious violation of propriety and decoram ; though the Court 
of London did not profefs to regard it as '^ an indtement to 
" infurre6Hon." But on farther reflection, the govemmg Powers 
of France wife!/ abflained from carrying this veiy obnoxious 
and reprehenfible meafure into execution. It is alfo remarkable^ 
that in the celebrated negotiation between the Coiirts of Vienna 
and London, in the year. 1735, Count Zinzendorf, the Imperial 
Piime Minifler, in conference with Mr. Robinfon the Englifh 
Rcfident, made ufe of the very fame phrafe, which gave fuch 
great and juft offence in the mouth of M. Briflbt, viz. *' That, 
** in his opinion, the Emperor ought to fet fire to the four 
" corners of the World ; and, if he muft perifh, to perifh in 
''the flames." But every day*s experience, confirms the obfer- 
vation of Shakspeake— - 

'' Th/it in the Captain 's but a choleric word, 

" Which in the Soldier is flat blafphemy." 

SECTION 
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SECTION IV, 

Containing Remarks on Chapters XIII and 
XIV. 

After an interval of no lefs than fourteen 
days from the meeting of Parliament, M. Chau- 
velin was at length ordered to -break fil.ence j 
and on the 27th December he prefented a Note 
or Memorial to Lord Grenville, Minifter for 
Foreign Affairs, which offered certainly a very 
fair opening for an amicable- termination of tjie 
fatal mifunderfianding which had now taken 
place between Great Britain and France. M. 
Chauvelin begins by declaring, ** That the 
" French Government thought they gave an 
*^ unequivocal proof of the defire they had to 
"^ maintain a good underftanding with the Bri- 
** tifli Court, by leaving in London a Minifter 
" Plenipotentiary after the recal of Lord Gower 
*' from Paris ;. and their difpofitions having ever 
** remained the fame, they cannot fee with in- 
** difference the public conduft which the Britifh 
*' Miniftry obferve at prefent towards France. 
" The Executive Council think it a duty which 
" they owe to the French Nation, not to leave ' 

« it 
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^' it longer in that ftate of uncertainty into which 
'* it has been thrown by the feveral meafures 
*' lately adopted by the Britifli dovernment, an 
^ uncertainty in which the Britifli Nation muft 
'^ iharei aad which muft be equally unworthy 
** of both. They have therefore authorized him 
" to. demand with opennefs, whether France 
'^ ought to consider England as a neutral or a 
" hofiile power; at the fame time giving the 
•* moft pofitive aflurances on the part of thq 
'* French Government of its defire to remain 
" in peace with it." — ** Reflefting," the Am- 
baffador proceeds to lay, *^ on the reafons which 
" might determine His Britannic Majefty to 
" break with the French Republic, the Exe* 
" cutive Council can fee them only in a falfe 
** interpretation given perhaps to a Decree of 
" the National Convention of the 19th Novem- 
** her. If the Britifli Miniftry are really alarm* 
** ed at that decree, it can only be for want 
" of comprehending the true meaning of it. 
" The National Convention never intended that 
" the French Republic fliould favour infurrec* 
** tions and efpoufe the caufe of a few (editions 
'^ perfons, or, in a word, that it fliould endea- 
** vour to excite difturbance in any neutral oi; 
** friendly country whatever. Such an idea 
" would be rejefted by the French Natioi?, 

« It 
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♦^ It cannot without injuftice be imputed to the 
^ National Convention, This Deciee, then, is 
^ appJrcabk only to thofe people who, after 
^^ having conquered their liberty, may requeft 
** the fraternity and affiiftancc of the French 
" Republic, by a folemn and unequivocal ex- 
** preflion of the general will. 

^* France not only ought and wifhes to refpeft 
^* the independence of England, but that alfo 
" of its allies with whom it is not at war. 
^* Theunder-figned therefore has been charged 
** to declare formally, that France will not at* 
^ tack Holland while that power coofines itfelf, 
^' on its part, within the bounds of &xx& neu- 
"^trality. 

•* The Britifli Government beibg thus affured 
** refpeQing the two points, no pretence for 
*^ the leaft difficulty can remain, but on the 
*^ queftion of opening the Scheld ; a queftion 
" irrevocably decided by reafon and juftke, of 
*^ little importance in hfelf, and on which the 
*' opinion of England, and perhaps even of 
<* Holland, are too well known not to render 
^* it difficult to make it ferioufly the fole caufe 
^* of a vran Should the Britifh Miniffry how- 
^ ever embrace this lalt motive to induce them 

'' to 
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*^ to declare war againft France, would it not 
** then be probable that their private intention 
" was to bring about a rupture at any rate, 
" and to take the advantage at prefent of the 
'^ moil futile of all pretences to colour an unjuft 
*^ aggreffion, long ago meditated ? 

" On this fatal fuppofition, which the Exe< 
^* cutive Council rejefts, the under-figned would 
** be authorized to fupport with energy the 
" dignity of the French People, and to declare 
" with firmnefs, that a free and powerful Na-? 
^* tion will accept war, and repel with indig- 
" nation an aggreffion fo manifeflly unjuft and 
^^ fo unprovoked on their parti When all thefe 
" explanations, neceffary to demonftrate the 
" purity of the intentions of France, and when 
<^ all peaceful and concilittory meafures fhall 
^* have been exhaufted by the French Nation, 
" it is evident that the whole weight, and the 
" whole refponfibility of the war will fooneror 
^' later fall upon thofe who have provoked it. 
** Such a war would really be the war of the 
^' Britifh Miniftry only againft the French Re- 
^* public; and fhould this truth appear foif a 
^^ moment doubtful, it would not perhaps be 
^^ impoffible for France to render it foon evident 
^^ to a Kation which, in giving its confidence, 

** never 
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^ never renounced the excrcife of reafon, and 
** its refpeft for juftice and truth/' 

Notwithftanding the rudenefs of M. Chauvc- 
lin's language in relation to Minifters, this Me- 
morial certainly contained great conceilions, 
efpecially if we confider them as made volunta- 
rily at the commencement of a negotiation, and 
when the progrefs of their arms had received 
no check. The ofFenfive meaning of the Decree 
of the 19th November is formally and exprefsly 
difavowed. The queffion with a great ftatef- 
man, if fuch an one had fortunately for Britain 
prefided over her councils at this period, would 
doiibtlefs have been, not whether the explana- 
tion offered by M. Chauvelin w?is a juft intec* 
pretation according to the ordinary rules of 
grammatica) conftui£tion, but whether the pub- 
lic and unequivocal difavowal of its fuppofed 
meaning did not indicate a real relu£iance on 
the part of France to come to a rupture with 
England ; whether (he did not ftill wifh to re«- 
inflate matters on the footing of friendfhip, or, 
if that 'were imprafticabje, at leafl of civility 
and'neutrality. If France really wifhed to break 
with England, it is the groflfefl of folecifms to 
believe that fhe would have degraded herfelf-r^^ 
for in the light of a degradation it oiufl in that 

cafe 
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cafe have appeared to hei^-by ftich a diftrowal. 
This pacific difpofition is farther evidenced by 
her pofitive and voluntary declaration that ihe 
will not attack Holland, if that power does not 
violate its neutrality. Laftly, by prpfefling to 
treat the opening of the Scheld as a trivial 
quefiion, the Memorial fumiflies a ready falvo 
for the French honour if the French Govern- 
ment fliould, in the progrefs of the negotiation, 
confent to abandon it 

. ' The uncourteous and uncuftomary language 
refpe£ling Minifters is indeed reprehenfible, and 
the oblique threat of appealmg to the EngUlh 
Nation againft the part adopted by its Govern^ 
ment^ or thofe entrufied to adminifter it> is 
equally impolitic and indefenfible. The £ngUih 
Miniftry were at this time^^in confequenco of 
their own previous indifcretion, involved, as it 
muft be confefled, in a fituation of great poli- 
tical difficulty ; and the negotiation now entered 
upon was at once one of the moft iniportant and 
delicate that could be conceived. And never 
was there ^ minifter lefs qualified than Lord 
Grenville to condu£t and bring to a fuccefsfiil 
termination a bufinefs of fuch embarralTment 
and complexity: and which would have afforde4 
Cull fcop^ to the higheft exertion of diplomatic 

talents 
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taIeiit€**-to tlie addrefs, the urbanity, the fupe-* 
rior wifdom of a Temple, a De Witt, or a Bo- 
lingbtoke. On the 31ft December the Englifh 
Secretary of Sfatfs returned the followin|^ aQ« 
fwer I 

' ^ SiH, I hare received from you a Note, in 
^ which, ^yling yourfelf Minifter Plenipoten- 
'^ tiary of France, you communicate to me, as 
'* the King's Secretary of State, the inftruftion^ 
•* which you ftate to have yoilrfelf received from 
^ the Executive Council of the French Repub^ 
^ lie. You are not ignorant that, fince the 
^ unhappy events of the ipth Auguft, the King 
•* has thought proper to fufpend all offi^al com- 
/* rounication with France. You are yourfelf 
«* norotherwife accredited to the King than- in 
** the name of hi^ Moft Chriftian Majefty . The 
^* propofition of receiving a minifter accredited 
*« by any other authority or power in France 
*^ would be a new queftion, which, whenever it 
** ftould occur, the King would have a right 
^ to decide according to the interefts of his 
•* fubjefts, his own dignity, and the regard 
^ which he ovf^s to his allies and to the ge- 
•^ neral fyftem of Europe. I am therefore to 
^^ inform you, Sir, in expr^fs and formal terms, 
^ that I acknowledge you in no other puWic 

** charafter 
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f^ charader than that of Minifter from his Mbft 
** Chriftian .Majefty, and that confequently you 
^' cannot be admitted to ^reat with the King's 
^* Minifters in the quality and under the form 
*' ftated in your note. 

** But obferving that you have entered into 
^' explanations of fome of the circumfiances 
" which have given to England fuch flrong 
V grounds of uneafinefs and jealoufy, and that 
^' you fpeak of thefe explanations as being of 
^^ a nature \o bring our two countries nearer, I 
^^ have been iinwUIing to convey to you the 
^^ nptificatipn ftated above/ lyithout at the fame 
^* time explaming myfelf clearly and diftin£tly 
^* on^^the fubjeft of what ypu have eommuni- 
<< cated to me, though under 4 fprm which is 
*^ neither regular nor o$cla}, 

^* Your explanations are confined to three 
*' points. The firft is, that of the Decree of 
^^ the National Convention ot the ipth Novem- 
*^ ber 5 in the expreffions of which all !£ngland* 
** faw the formal declaration of a defign to ex* 
*' tend univerfally the new principles of govem- 
" ment adopted in France, and to encourage^ 
** diforder and revolt in all countries, even in 
♦^ thofe which are neutral. If this interpre-*- 

" tation^ " 
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'^ tation, which you r^prefent as ipjurious to thia' 
^ Convention, could admit of any doubt, it is 
" but too well juftified by the condu6l of the 
" Convention itfelf; ajid the itpplication of 
" thefe principles to thip King's dominions has ^ 
^* been fhewn 'unequivocally by the public re- 
'* ception given to the promoters of fedition ia 
^* this country, and by the fpeechps made to 
^^ them precifely at the time of this Decree, ^d 
^* £nce, on feveral difiereut ocpafion^. 

•" Yet notwithftanding all thefe proofs, fup- 
f^ ported by other circumftances which are too 
^* notorious, it would have been with pleafure 
^* that we (hould have feen here fuch explana 
^* tions and fuch. a .condu£t as would have fa*- 
-" tisfied the dignity and honour of England 
^* with refpeft to what has already paffed, and"^ 
^' would have, offered a fufficient fecurity in 
" future for the niaintainance of that refpeft 
f^ towards the rights, jhie government, and the 
" tranquillity of neutral, powers, whigh they 
^* have on every account the right to expe£l. 

^' Neither this fatisfaclion nor this fecurity is 
^* found in the terms of an explanation, which 
.** ftill declares to the promoters of fedition in 
^^ every country what sre the cafes in which 
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*' they may count beforehand on the fupport 
^* and fuccour of France^ and which referves 
•* to that country the right of mixing herfelf 
^ in our internal affairs^ whenever flie (hall 
^' judge it proper, and on principles incompa** 
^* tible with the political inftitutions of all the 
^' countries of Europe, No one can avoid peri* 
'^ ceiving how much a declaration like this is 
^* calculated to encourage diforder and revolt in 
*' every country. No one can be ignorant how 
'* contrary it is to the refpefl which is recipro- 
** cally due from independent nations, nor how 
^ repugnant to thofe principles which the King 
<' has followed on his part, by forbearing at all 
<* times from any interference whatever in the 
^^ internal affairs of France. And this contraft 
•' is alone fufBcient to* (hew, tiot only that Eng- 
*' land' cannot confider fuch an explanation as 
'^ fatisfaftory, but that (he muft look upon it 
" as a frefh avowal of thofe difpofitions which 
** (he fees with fo jaft an unearinef& and jea- 
'' loufy.. 

*' I proceed to the two other points V your 
** explanation, which concern the gener^di& 
^* po(itions of France with regard to the ai»s 
^ of Great Britain, and the conduct of the Codk 
" vent ion and its officers relative to the Scheld,\ 
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** The declaration which you thei'e make, that 
*^ France will not attack Holland fo long as that 
*^ power Ihall obferve an exaft neutrality, is 
^ conceived nearly in the fame terms with that 
** which you were charged to make in the name 
" of his Moft Chriftian Majefty in the month of 
*^ June laft. Since that firft declaration was 
" made, an officer, ftating himfelf to be em*^ 
** ployed irt the fervice of France, has openly 
** violated both the territory and the neutrality. 
*^ of the Republic, in going up the Scheld to 
** attack the citadel of Antwerp, notwithftand- 
** ing the determination of the Government not 
*' to grant this paffage, and the formal proteft 
*^ by which they oppofed it. Since the fame 
** declaration was made, the Convention haa 
** thought itfelf authorifed to annul the rights 
** of the Republic exercifed within the limits 
f* of its own territory, and enjoyed by virtue of 
^ the lame treaties by which her independence 
*/ is fecured : and at the very moment when^ ' 
** under the name of an amicable explanation, 
" you renew to me in the fame terms the pro- 
^ mife of refpefting the independence and the 
^* rights of England and her allies, you announce 
V to me that thofe in whofe name you fpeak 
*/ intend to maintain thefe open and injurious 
«^ aggreffiofls. It is certainly not on fuch a^de- 

" claration 



^ ciaration as this that any reliance can be pladdd 
"for the continuance of- public tranquillity. 

** But I am unwilling to leave, without a 
'* more particular feply, what you fay on the 
** fubjeft of the Scheld, If it were true that 
'* this queftiori is in itfelf of little importance, 
*' this would ferve only to prove more clearly 
" that it was brought forward only for the pur* 
" pofe of ififulting the allies of Englalid by thef 
*' infraftioA of their neutrality, and by the vio- 
^ lation of their rights, which the faith of trea- 
•* ties obliges us to maintain. But you cannot 
" be ignorant that here the utmoft importance 
** is attached to thofe principles which France 
" wifhes to eftablifti by this proceeding, and to 
*^ thofe confequences which would naturally 
*^ refult from them; and that not only thofe 
" principles and thofe confequences will never 
« be admitted by England, but that (he is and 
•' ever will be ready to oppofe them with all her 
** force. 

" France can have no right to annul the fti- 
•* pulations relative to the Scheld, unlefs (he 
*' have alfo the right to fet afide equally all the 
" other treaties between all the powers of Eu- 
" rope, and all the other rights of England or 
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^* of her allies. She can have even no preteiice 
** to interfere in the queftion of opening the 
** Scheld, unlefs (he were the fovereign of the 
*' Low Countries, or had the right to diflate 
*' laws to all Europe. 

'* England will never confent that France 
^* (hall arrogate' the right of annulling at her 
^' pleafure, and under pretence of a pretended 
^* natural right of which (he makes herfelf the 
*^ only judge, the political fyftem of Europe, 
^ eftablifhed by folemn treaties and guaranteed 
** by the confent of all the Powers. This Go- 
" vemment, adhering to the maxims which it 
^' has followed for more than a century, will 
** alfo never fee with indifference that France 
** fliall make herfelf, either dire£Hy or indireft- 
*^ ly, fovereign of the Low Countries, or gene- 
*^ raLarbitrefs of the rights and liberties of Eu* 
^* rope. If France, is really defirous of main- 
** taining friendfhip and peace with England/ 
*^ (he muft fhow herfelf difpofed to renounce 
*' her views of aggreffion and aggrandizement, 
" and to confine herfelf within her own terri- 
** tory, without infulting other Governments, 
*^ with|>ut difturbing their tranquillity> without 
" violating their rights, 

'* With 
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«« With refp€ia to that chwaacr of ifl-will 
^ which i$ endeavoui'edto be found in the con* 
^' dofl of England toward France, I cannot 
*^ difcufs itj becaufe you fpeak of it in general 
*^ terms only, without alleging a fingle faft. 
*' All Europe has feen the juftice and the gencf* 
** rofity which have charaaeri2:ed the coiidu£t 
" of the King, His Majefty has always been 
^ deHrous of peace^ he defires it ftill; butfuch 
'^ as may be real and folidj and coniiftent with 
,*' the interefts and dignity of his own dorni* 
^ nions, and with the general fecurity of Eih 
" rope* 

" On the reft of your paper I fay nothiJig/ 
*^ As to 'what relates to me and to my col-* 
" leagues, the King's Minifters owe to hif 
** Majefty the account of their cotidud: ; an* 
" I have no anfwer to give to you on this fu1> 
" jeS, any more than on that of the appeal 
*^ which you propofe to make to the Englifl* 
" Nation. This nation, according to that con* 
** ftitution by which its liberty and its pro- 
" fperity are fecured, and which it will always be 
^* able to defend againfl: every attack, direft or 
** indireft, will never have with foreign power* 
** connedlipn or correfpondence except through 
" the organ of its King -, of a King whom it 

<« loves 
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^' indant feparated his rights and his happinef^ 
^* from the rights and interefts of his people." 

• Though it muft be acknowledged that the in« 
tcrpretation of the. decree of November, by 
the £;xeciitive Council, appears fomewhat 
firained apd forced, and that the comment^ 
contrary to the general cuftom of commentsj^ 
imports lefs than the text, it muft, on the. 
other hand, be remembered, that thi$ decree 
"was an effufion of popular exultation and folly; 
that it pafled by acclamation in a moment of 
Ailhufiafm and viftory; and that, with refpeft 
to countries which maintaiiled the relations of 
pedce and amity with iFrance^ it never had or 
^as defighed to have the remoteft operation. 
jLord Grenville uniformly affefiis to cpn'fider the 
J^rench as the original aggreffors in the conti*. 
]a«;ntal w^r ; he makes not the leaft allowance 
for that perturbed ftate of the public mind 
vehich fo fingular and perilous a fituation as 
that in which they lately flood muft neceflarily 
have .excited j he puts the worft poffible con- 
ftru^ion upon the decree ; he takes it for grant- 
ed that England was included in the fcbpe of 
it i and refufes td admit any explanation which 
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might tend to remove or rcftity whatever \im^ 
trage had been occafioned by it *. 

> The impolitic conduft of England in refufing 
to recognize the provifional Government of 
France, fo far as to continue the accuftomed 
diplomatic relations fubfifting between the two 
countries, was regarded by the majority of the 
Convention as a renunciation of the principle 
of neutrality, and an a£tual interference* in the 
interior concerns of the French Nation; and 



* This famous Decree^ in the original language, b literally 
as follows : 

Siance du Itrndi, 19 Nofoembrc, ^793" 
Lb'paux propofe et la Convention adopte la leda^on fui« 
vante : '^ La Convention Nationals d^dare^, au nom do 
" la Nation Fran^aiie, qu*elle accordera fratemit6 et f^cours i- 
" tons les PBUPLEs qui voudit)nt recouvrer letir liberty j et 
** charge le Pouvoir Ex6cutif de donner aux G4n6raux les or* 
" dres neceflaires pour porter ffcours k cos penples> et d^fenditt 
** les citoyens qui auraient €ti vex^s ou qui pourraient Tdtre 
<^ pour la caufe de la Liberty.** 

This Decree could not with any plaufibility of conilruftion 
be iuppofed to extend fo England^ which liadTepeateffly; and in 
the moil flatteriag terms^ been recogpifed both by the fevetal iC* 
(embli^ and the Executive Goverpmcnt as a free Nation^ par** 
ticularly in the excellent reply of Le Brun to the letter of Lord 
Gower notifying his recal. 
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the Englifli Government was in confequence: 
treated upon many occafions, in that aflfem- 
bly, with great rudenefs and indignity. This 
falfe ftep was therefore as foon as poflible to be 
retrieved. M. Chauvelin ought to have been 
acknowledged as the accredited Minifter of the 
French Government, and an Ambaflador im-" 
mediately fent to Paris. This of itfelf would 
have given a new face to things, and have pro- 
duced a great^ fenfation in the Convention in 
favour of England. But, on the contrary. Lord 
Grenville embraced with eagernefs the prefent 
occafion to tell M .. Chauvelin, in the moft offen- 
* five terms, ** that he could not be admitted 
•5 to treat with the King's Minifters in the.cjuai 
** lity and under the form dated in his note.*' 

Inftead of accepting, with magnanimous in- 
difference tp literary criticifms, the political ex- 
planation and apology of M. Chauvelin relative 
to the decree of November, as was the part of 
a wife and liberal negotiator, avoiding all retro- 
fpeft and looking forward only to future arrange- 
ments of amity. Lord Grenville chofe to avail 
, himfelf of the petty advantage he poffeffed, in 
pointing out t^e real 9^; fuppofed inadequacy 
of the explanation to /he terms of the decree j 
putting more9ver a moft harfh and unwarrant- 
* - * able 
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aBle interjprctation upon the explahati6n itfelf. 
He thought it expedient alfo to allude in the 
moft inVidious manuer, in this moment of //mi- 
cable eclairciffemcnt, to (he njoft invidious pro- 
ceedings of the Convention — proceedings which 
he knew ihe Executive Council could not con- 
trol : and what is moft of all extraordinary, his 
Lordfliip, declares that England muft conCder 
the difavowal of the French Government as a 
frefti avowal of tbofe difpofitions i?vhich Ihe fees 
with ft> juft an uneafineXs.and jealoufy. 

The openinjg of the SchqTd being a fecondarjf' 
cpnfiderfition in the pxefent ftate .of things, it 
would have been far better to have pafled it 
over in general terms, referring the diplomatic 
difcuffion.Qi right .on this topic to a feafon, of 
mor/e leifure and better temper. Inftead of which. 
Lord Grenville urges his argument refpeSing 
this matter at great tengtb, and in language the 
moft irritating and infulting. And he fum^ up 
the aemands pf England in a toue of the moft 
^ infuffef able arrogance* ~^' If France is really,'' 
fay&lu§Lordfhip, "defirous of maintaining friend- 
^^ fliipaiid peace with Epgland* fhe muft fhovir 
•^ herfelf ^ifpofed to renounce her views of ag* 
. •' grefljon and s^ggrandifement, and to cojhifine 
" herfelf withm her own territory,'* &c# ' 

I£ 
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. If this^eans any thing, it muft. import that 
France, m order to maintain friencffliip, br eten 
topreferve peace with, England, muft relin^uifh 
her conquefts in the Low Countries and el(e- 
where : a propofition too extravagant to be* 
<;ome the topic of ferious deliberation. T^e 
conclufion of this prepofterous letter, refetiv'e to 
the threatened appeal to the People of England, 
is the only part of it which can be read with 
approbation, and to this part it wou1d^ be in- 
juftice not to allow the merit of propriety, and 
even of excellence. 

In the* mean time the yiolent party in France; 
fully ppffefled with the idea that a war with 
England muft inevitably take place, kept fcarcefy 
any measures in tKeC6hvention in debating upon * 
that (ubjeft. Even Monge, Minifter of Marine, 
who, had drtnk deep into the fpirit of Jacobin- 
ifm, on the 31ft, December, the very* day on 
which' Lord GrenviHe*s anfwer was delivered to' 
M"» Chauvdin, fent a'cfrcular letter to the fea- 
port towns of France,' containing the following 
curious paflage: '^.Le Roi et fon Pari^ment 
**.voulent.nQUS faire. la 'guerre. LeS'Republi- 
" cains Apglais le (ouffiront-ils ? Dcja ces hom* 
** mes litres tefixpfgnent leur mecontentement 
" et la repugnance qu*ils oht a porter les armes 

• ' ** tontre 



** cpntrc leurs frhres, les Francois. £h bieh t_ 
•' nous volerons a leurs fecours ; nous ferons une 
" defcentc dans cettq ifle: nous y lancerons 
" cinquante mille bonnets de la libertc. Nous 
** y planterons Karbre facre, et nous tendrons 
** les bras a nos fibres republicains. La tyran- 
*%nie de leur gouvernement fera bientot detruit. 
*'. Que chacun de nous fe p6netre fortement de 
« cetteidee.'* 

On the firft of January, 1793, M. Kerfaint, a 
diftinguilhed officer of the Navy and a cele- 
brated Orator in the Convention, propofed a 
large augmentation of the Naval force ; enforc- 
ing his proportion in a Speech much applauded 
ii^ that Aflembly. He faid, " it was impoffible 
" for the Convention to remain longer indifferent 
*' as to what had lately pafled in England ; and 
**. he attributed the decided part which Jthe Go* 
^^ vernment of that Country had now ' taken 
*' againft them to various caufes, and principally 
*' the hatred of the King of England againft the 
" French, . and the fear he entertained for the 
*^ fafety of his Crown, which he confiders as 
** the fple motive for ,the intereft he has mani- 
« fefted in the behalf of Louis XVL The 
« great body pf Nobility and Clergy he fuppofes 
" en^er readily into the fentiments of the -Mo. 
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•'* as wavering 'between oppofite principles of 
-^* aftion. By yielding to the defire of peace^ 
•'•* he will be thought to abandon the caufe of 
'** Royalty and Ariftocracy: by ih?>olving the 
•* nation in war can he be certain,'^ he aflcs, " in 
'^* Jthe courfe of events, of maintaining that pre- 
•-^^ ponderancy which his rival Fox contefts with 
■^ hkii in the bofom of peace ? It is," he fajrs, 
V ** an axiom in England, that the Minifler who 
^* declares war never remains in office till the 
" conclufion of it. Pitt fees in war the termi* 
•" natron of his authority. Pitt theitfore woul4 
^^ willingly avoid war; but the King is vehe- 
^'^^ mentiy determined upon.it-Hc?ew^ la guerre 
^' par ipajioh. The policy of Pitt is to adopt 
•** the language of hoflility, in order, by theap- 
'*^ prehenfion of a maritime war, to compel the 
•* French .to come to terms with their enemies 
'** by land upon the bafis of his mediation." The 
• wator, indignant at this idea, then launches out 
linto^a moft eloquent difpiay of the ii^hauftible 
' reibuTCies^nd invincible cotirage of Fraoce,whicn 
-time has>iiideed fully verified,. but of which h^ 
fays " Mr. Pitt haS no cohccption." . r v 

He gpes '6n to fhew that in cafe of alitor With 
England ih^ have in mkny;|)Qintspf yienrmuci) 

reafon 



r wafon to hope for fucceTs* He. paltlculerfy, pi'^ 
veartB to the fituation of Ireland, ix^hich he fays^ 
^' notwithftanding^ the late pretended emancipa* 
^ tioiH ftill groans under the weight of ita fetters. 
«< The Catholics, who conftitute the bulk of. the 

«.^ iobabitahts, find theoifelves fliU fubjed to^ the 
'^<gothic and barbarous laws of the intoJkrant 

« *^ ages: which produced them ; and in this fita-> 

/** atioh of bominal independence they feemed 
" to turn their eyes to Franoct and to fay^ 
^^ Come fliow yourfelYes> and we are fiEee/' 

* • Scotland he reprefents, with le& jufttCQ>^ al« 

moft equally prepared to receive them. " The 

-V Sqottilh Nation," fays he, '' knows ita rifgbts 

'^F and itsiftrength> and the principles prooiiil* 

-^ ^gatfed by the French have found there rery 

-^ ^ ^sealous defenders* Ireland aild Scotland,'* he 

<iaysy ^rwill newrconfent to the payment of 

*^ new: fubfidies for the fupport of a wiar, en- 

^'tered upon merely to prevent a peGi>le ftmx 

■^^ enjoyiog the uie of k, river which nms tlurov^ 

>^^ their territory, asui which opens to Englaiid 

<^ itielf a new and better commercial comoiuiii- 

*^ cation with the Belgian&" 

To the grand queftfon, how are the people of 
^Eqglandi^lfpofeid to the /war in profpca, M. 

' Kerfaint 
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X^rfemt demurs. " Suchi*' %s he, '* W the 
" power of the Goverdin^nt in EngUfid^ Ijiat 
-" it can do every thing : the commereid,- ari^ 
^^ tocracy are at this day the auxiliaries of the 
*^ Court^aiKl fwell the clamour refpcQiagf our 
'^ diferdefj our an^fcby, our weaJ^^nefj^^ and fh^ 
/* diiaftrous e^qnts of thofe* days which wo wi{Ji 
'^ blotted from out hiftory. In a word," ceoti- 
Bue^ he, *\ can ijt be forgotten that th^Briliih 
** GoverDtnept; made war upon its Qolonios 
'' 9gainii the. inclination of the Britifti NaiioQ, 
**: ai^d merely to gratify the perfonal pafliofia of 
*« th^ Kinfg? The inqtjifition of Spain knows 
*^ np tyranny inore artificial than the Gover»- 
*< nuant of Ikitain darea to put this iiiQiiveist m 
•" praftice,; 5Mad with impunity to iniflejid th^ 
** .opinion of the Nation/' Upon- a comparir 
.fop, of aU circun>ftances>he prt>nouiK:es!itto be 
the hjtentioii' of Pitt; to prolong the negotiation 
until he bad thoroughly awakened tb^ antient 
animofity of- the people of England againft them, 
and till he had fecured hy his intrLguie9;a, difor*- 
ganizing party in France. " It is neceffary 
** then," fai4 the Orator,/^ that he flio^^ ,irnow 
^ you do not fear war, and that the firft carieon 
." fired at fea, will rnapofe upon, you the duty <»f 
^^' affraachiiing Holjand,; Spaia, and the Indies. 
^' J^et Mm kiVQW th^t: our teopp^ftuou^. ajgitej- 
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•^ tkmS referable thofe of the Ocean : the fur* 
*' face only is moved^ the mafs of waters is tran* 
•* quil." * 

After taking an extenfive view of the war in 
which they are about to engage, he calls upon 
them, in the true fpirit of republican heroifm, 
-to exert their utmoft eifdrts in full confidence of 
victory. Nothing, he bdafts, can hinder them 
from tranfporting i©C,obo men in fiftiing barks, 
to England; and in this w^y, he vainly predi£is,: 
muft the. quarrel be terminated— " upon the 
^•' ruins of the Tower of London muft the treaty 
•'be figned which (ball regulate the deftiny of 
** N^tibns." In conclufion, he infers that they 
ought td be equally remote from the defire of 
provoking war, and, from the fear of repelKrig 
Bniinjuft aggreffiori: and the whole of his ar- 
gument is founded on the hypothefis that France 
is forced into a war which (he would willingly 
.avoid, but has at the fame time no reafon to 
view with apprehcnfion. 

On the 7th January, M. Le Brun, dlftruftihg 

perhaps the temper of Ghauvelin, wrote himfelf 

a difpatch to be communicated to the Britilh 

•Ihfinifter^ Lord Grenville, breathing throughout 

the true ipirit of political wifdom; and it was 

looHecl 
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looked up to by the moderate party in Fraflde with 
fond and eager hope, like the American petition 
of PENN, as the olive-branch of reconciliation ; 
and like that, alfo, it was rejeded, in the fame 
fpirit of haughtinefs aqd infatuation. It is ^s£oU 
low? : ' * 

* " Farisj Januaiy j, 1793, 

" The Provisional Executive (Houncii. 
of the French Republic, before they reply more 
particularly to .each of the points comprehended 
in the Note remitted to them, on the part of the 
Minifter'of his Britannic Majefty, will begin by 
repeating to that Minifter the moft exprefs affur- 
anqes of their iincere defire to maintain peace and 
h2U*mony between France and England- iTie fen- 
timents of the French Nation toward the Englilh 
have been manifefted, during the whole cpurf^ of 
the Revolution, in fo cpnftant, fo unanimous 2t 
manner, th^t there (:annpt remain the fmalleft 
doubt of the efteem which it avows to them, and 
q{ its defir^ to have them for friends* 

^ It is, then, with great reludance that th^ 

Republic would fee itfelf forced to a rupture, much 

more contrary to its inclination than to its intereft *. 

/ Before 

* Becaufe the Executive Council decUred a War»with Britain 
to be mone contraiy to the Uidination than to ^e intereft of the 

Republic, 
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Before it proceeds to fuch a difagreeable extremity, 
cxpltoations are neceffary j and the objeft of them 
b fo highly ipiportent^ that tlie Executive, Coun- 
cil have:not thought, that they could^ entruft: them 
tp a fecret agent, always to be difavowed. Foi; 
this reafon, they have thought ptoper, under 
every point of view, to entruft them to Citizen 
Chauyelin, though he is not accredited to his Bri- 
tannic Majefty^. but from the late King. 

"The opinion of the Executive Cpuncil, on 
this occafion, is jufUfied by the manner in which 
our negotiations are, at the fame tinjie,* carried 
6n in Spain, where Citizen Burgoign was exaftly 
in the fame fituation as Gtizen Chauvel^n at Lon- 
don i \^hich, however, has not prevented the MS* 
mfter x^f the . Catholic King from treating WitK him 
on a Convention of Neutrality, the ratification of 
which IS to be. exchanged at Paris, between the 
Minifter for Foreign Affairs and the Charge des 
Affaires of Spain. We will even add, that- the 

Republic, Mr. M. infers (vol. II. p. 90) that, by their owii confef- 
fion, a war would not be contrary to its intereft — ^and a war 
Ibemg iliii ptnvaJ conffiHaiit to the intereiSiof the ilepu¥li(r, he 
farther infers, that no doubt caii be entertxiied of i;heir iatention 
Ihortly to engage in hoftilities with Englaijd. Such reafoning at 
this,* and of fimilar inftantes the volumes of Mr, M. arc fertile, 
demoaOrates that nothing can be fo plainly exprefied as to be 
iocapable of perveifiojy^ -^ 
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principal Mimfter of his CathoKc Majefty, "lAea 
writing officially on this fubjeft to* Cidzen Bur-^ 
goign, did not forget to 'give hkn his title of ftfi- 
ittfter PknipotcJntiary of France. The exampie of 
a po-wer of the firft rank, -fueh as Spain, might 
hare indttced the Executive Council to hope that 
we fhould have found the fame feciiity at Lcmw 
don. The Executive Council readily acknow* 
ledges, that this negotiation has not been demand- 
ed according to diplomatic ftriftnefe ; and that' 
Citizen Chauvelin is not formally enough ati- 
thorilbd. To remove, entirely, <his obftacle, and 
that they riiay not have to reproach themfelves 
trith having ftopped, by a fingle defefl: in form, 
a negotiation, on the fuccefs of which depends 
the tranquillity of two great nations, they Have 
fent to Gidzen Chauvdfiri cf^ntial letters, which 
wifl give him the means bf treating according to 
all the feverity of diplomatic forms. 

* ** To proceed, now, to the three points, which 
can alone form an ol^eft of difficulty with the 
Court of London, the Executive CouridB bbferves 
on the firft, that is to fay, tfce decree of Novem- 
ber 1 9th, that we have been mifunderfbood by the 
Mmiftcrs of his Britannic Majefty, when tbey ac^ 
cufe us of having given an explanation, which 
announces to the feditious of all nations, what are 

the 
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*l2ie cafes in which they may depend^ before-hand, 
oa^thefuccour. and fupport of France. Nothing 
can be. more foreign to the fentiments of the Na- 
tional Convention, and to the explanation wbxdx 
we have given, than this reproach : and we did not 
think it was poflible that the open defign of favour- 
ing feditious perfons could be imputed tx> us^ at a 
moment, even, when we declared, ^ that it would 
^ be doing an injury to the National Convention, 

* to afcribe to them the plan of proteding infur- 
^ r^£lion6 and feditious commotions, which might 
^ arife in any comer of a ftate ; of aflbdating with 
^ the authors of them ; and thus of making the 
' caufe . of a few individuals that of the French 

* nation.* > 

*^ We have faid, and we choofe to repeat it, that 
the decree of November 19th could not be appli- 
cable but to the fingle cafe where the general will 
of a nation, clearly and unequivocally exprefied, 
fliould call for theadiftance and fraternity of .the 
Fr^nfji nation. Sedition can certainly never, exift 
^here there is an expreiEon of the general wHL 
Th^(p two ideas mutually exclude each other vZ for 
fedition is, and can only be, a commotion of a 
finall number againfl the majority of a nation ; 
and this commotion would ceafe to be feditious, 
if aU the members of a fociety jhould .arife at once, 
, / cither 



dther to cbrrefi thdr gdvemment^ to chtoge ifit 
foim eimm]jf or to accomplifii any other objed. 

. ** The Dutch were certainly not feditious whea 
they formed the generoua rdblution of throwing 
off the Spanifh yoke ; and when the general will 
of that nation called on the afliftance of France, 
k was not accounted a crime to Henry IV. nor to 
C^en Elizabeth that they liftened to them. A 
kiu3wfedge of the general will is the only bafis of 
tiranfaftions between nations ; and we cannot treat 
with any government but becaufe that govern- 
ment is fuppofed to be> the organ of the general 
vn)l of the nation to which it belongs. When, 
by this natural interpretation^ therefore, the de« 
cree of November 19th is reduced to its real figni- 
fication^ it wilt be found, that it announces no- 
thing more than an aft of the general will, above 
all conteftf and fo founded in right, that it was 
not woith while to exprefs it. For this reafon, the 

'Executive Council thinks, that the evidence of 
this right might have, perhaps, r^dered it imne- 
ce£^y for the National Convention to make it the 

T objeft of a particuliir decree ; but with the preced- 
ing interpretation, it cannot give offence to any 
nation* 

*^ It appears, that thie Minifters of his Britannic 
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MajeAy have made no obje&idns under the 4^ 
claiatioii refyoBdng Hbilanil^ fince thdr only tb» 
fervadon on this fubjed, relates to the difcui&on 
Mttoeitiing the Scheie^ It is on this laft pomt, 
tliere£»re, that we hare to fluke ouriUves under* 
ftood 

<« We bete repeat, that tfas qneftxA itfelf is of 
little iitiportmce*^. The Britifli Miiiifters Aeacd 
conclude^ that it is, dietefbre, more evident, that 
k has beat brought forward only for the purpofe 
0f infultmg the Allies of England; we reply^ 
widi much lefs warmth and prejudice, that this 
qodtion is aUblutely indifferent to England, that 
k is iiittle interefting to Holland, but that it is c^ 

> * Wbcn* in the covrfe dtn^gotuait^f any d^umftanee idsii^ 
of diHerent conftru&ions* if ths$, wbich is moft favourable is not 
adopted* there is an end of amicable difcufiion. The French Go- 
vernment liad ^fcd the opening of the -ScheM * a trivial qnc^ 
tiMyV .Wloch it tertubly .«kt not; but tbeir cboofing fott 
^nijder it, was a ftrong mdeocc that they did not mean ftrena* 
oufly to iniiit upon their claim : but inftea^l of taking this ground 
of advantage. Lord Gi^nYOle is ttn<!atidid and abAutl enougli to 
iprefer Ae USbtftil and ittipfolMajle ibppcfition^ that thb Mdknonn* 
Jedgm^ef Ihc Couocit made it the more evident that it wa^ 
brought forward for the piyrpofe of infult. It is a moral and 
political inipoilibilityy t&eit any difcuffion Can terminate happily 
where fuch perverfenefs of conftrudion is allowed and iiiduiged. 
There is^ indeed, no warmth in the Letters of Lord Grenville ; on 
the cooUaayy they are (;oldf hawghty, captious^ and malign, 
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tJk* littftoft impottJUice to the Belgiafis, t'hat it }^ 
i^diflfereat to England does not even require to be 
i^rov6d. It is little interefting to Holland, fince 
ttte p!x)dudions of the Belgic Netherlands can be 
toiiTeyed through the canals which end at Oftend : 
but it h of great importance to the Belgian^, 
ton account of the numerous advantages V^hich 
they m&y derive from the port of Arltwerp* It i^^ 
therefore, on actoiint of this importance, to re- 
ftere to the Belgians the enjoyment of a valuable 
iright, and not to offend any one, that France hai 
declared that it is ready to fupport them in the ex- 
erdfe of fo legal a tight. 

'* But is Franee authorifed to brdak ftipullsitions 
which oppofe the opening of the Scheld ? If we 
confult the right of nature and of nations, not 
t>n\y France, but all the nations of Europe are 
authorlfed to break them. * No doubt can remain 
on this points 

^* If public right is cohfulted, we fay that it 
ought never to be but the application of the prin- 
ciples of the general right of nations to the par- 
ticular circumftances in which nations may be 4ii 
tefpea to each other ; fo that every private treaty 
Which might violate thefe principles could nevef 
be co^dered but is the woA of violence. We 
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ttriU next add, that, in regard to the Scheld, the 
Treaty was concluded without the participation of 
the Belgians. The Emperor, to fecure the pof- 
feflion of the Netherlands, facrificed, without 
fcruple, the mofl: inviolable of rights. Being 
mafter of thefe beautiful provinces, he governed 
them, as Europe has feen, with a rod of abfolute 
defpotifm ; refpeding none of their privileges 
but thofe which were of importance for him to 
preferve, and continually attacked and deflroyed 
the reft. France entering into a war with the 
Houfe of Auftria, expels it from the Low Coun- 
tries, and reftores liberty to thofe people whom 
the Court of Vienna had devoted to flavery. 
Their chains are broken : they are reftorcd to all 
thofe rights which the Houfe of Auftria had taken 
from them. How can that right which they had 
over the Scheld be excepted, efpecially when it is 
of real importance only to thofe who were de- 
prived of it? In ftiort, France has too good a 
profeffion of political faith, to make, to be afraid 
of avowing its principles.' The Executive Council 
ddfclares, then, not that it may appear to yield to 
fome expreffions of threatening language, but only 
ta render homage to truth, that the French Re- 
public does not mean to eftablifh itfelf an univerfal 
• arbiter of the Treaties which bind nations together. 
It equally knows to refpeft other governments, 
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&nd to take care that it may make its own refpedi^ 
led; It does not wifli to give law to any one; 
and it will never fuffer any one to give laws to it; 
It has renounced, and ftill renounces all conqueft ; 
and its occupation of the Netherlands will con- 
tinue no longer than the war, and during that 
time which may be neceffar^ for the Belgians to 
fecure and confolidate their liberty j after which^ 
provided they be independent and happy, France 
will be fufficiently rewarded *• 

** *\^en that Nation fhall find itfelf in the full 
poflef&on of its liberty, and when its general will 
may be declared^ legally and unfettered, then, if 

* Mr. M. has alTerted boldly (vol. II. p. 113) ** that at the very 
time the Executive Council wrote thus fentimentally On the pre- 
tended indep^endence of the |Belgians, it was fully determined to 
incoxporate Belgia into France.'* To talk or to write very fenti- 
mentally isy indeed, always a juft ground offufpicion; and there 
can be no doubt but that the National Convention was as anxious 
is was cvet" Louis XIV. to annex the Belgic Provinces to the French 
empire. Great Britain wds now, as at all other times, the great ob- 
jeft in the way of Gallic ambition. The comparatively moderate 
party ftill held the reins of government in France 5 and, rather 
Ihan involve the coimtry in a war with the maritime powers, they 
would, irioil undoubtedly, have foregone thig tempting objedt of 
national aggrandifemeht. The docutnei^ts produced by Mr. M; 
i;>nlf tend to confirm this conclui5on. The queftion of incorpo- 
i^tion was not determined by the Commiifaries of Bruifels, till 
Ihc 3d of Feb. 1793 j two days after the aftual declaration of 
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Engknd and Holland ftil! affix any importance 
to the opening of the Scheld, the Executiye 
Council will leave that aflfair to a direft Negotiation 
with the Belgians. If the Belgians, through any 
motive whatever, (hall confent td deprive them- 
felves of the navigation of the Scheld, France 
will not oppofe it. It will refpe^l their independ* 
cnce even in their errors. 

^ After fo free a declaration, which manifefts 
the prefent defigns of peace, the Minifters of his 
Britannic Majefty ought to entertain no doubt 
refpeding the intentions of France. But if thefe 
explanations appear to them infufficient; and if 
we are ftill obliged to hear the language of haugh- 
tinefs * ; and if hoftile preparations are continued 
in the ports of England — rafter having done every 
thing in our power to maintain Peace, we will pre- 
pare for War; confcious, at leaft, of the juftice 
of our caufe, and of the efforts we have made to 
avoid that extremity. W6 fliall combat with re- 

* It were, certainly, much to have been wiftied, that M. Le 
Brun had omitted' this particular expreffion, as well as the former^ 
charging the prececCng Difpatch of Lord Grenville with warmth 
and prejudice ; in order that the language of this excellent lett^ 
might have been uniformly mild ancf conciliatory : but without 
fome flight expreffions of refentment, he was, probably, appre- 
henfive that this paper might be coniidered 2S too tame and 
fubmiifive. 
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gret the Englifh, whom we efteem ; but we (hall 
combat them without fear/* 

To this truly excellent, and admirable difpatch. 
Lord Grenville, after an interval of five days, 
returned the following extraordinary anfwer* 

Whitehall, Jan. i8, 1793. 

** I HAVE examined. Sir, with the utmoft atten* 
tion, the paper you remitted me on the 13th of this 
month. I cannot help remarking that I have found 
nothing fatisfadory in the refult of it. The ex- 
planations which it contains are nearly reduced to 
the fame points which I have already replied to 
at length. The declaration of mjhing to inter* 
meddle with the affairs of other countries is there 
renewed. No denial is made, nor reparation 
offered for the outrageous proceedings I ftated 
to you in my letter of Dec. 13 ;. and the right of 
infringing treaties, and violating the rights of our 
Allies, is ftill maintained by folely offering an 
illufory Negotiation upon this fubjeft; which is 
put off, as well as the evacuation of the Low Coim- 
tries by the French Armies, to the indefinite term, 
n<St only of the conclufion of the war, but like- 
wife of the confolidation of what is called, the 
liberty of the Belgians, 
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" It is added, that if thefe explanations appear 
infufEcient to us, if you (hould be again obliged to 
hear a haughty tone of language, if hoftile pre-; 
parations fliould continue in the Ports of England, 
after having made every effort to preferve peace, 
you will then make difpofitions for war, 

** If this notificationj^ or that relative to the 
Treaty of Commerce, had been made to me under 
a regular and official form, I fhould have found 
myfelf under the neceffity of replying to it*, that 
to threaten Great Britain with a declaration of 
war, becaufe (he judged it expedient to augment 
her forces, and alfo to declare that a Solemn 
Treaty fhould be broken becaufe England adopted, 
for her own fafety, fuch precautions as already 
pxifl in France, would only be confidered, both 
the one and the other, as new grounds of offence, 
which as long as they fhould fubfifl would prove 
a bar to every kind of Negotiation. 

" Under this form of extra-communication, I 

* Can any circumftance more ftrongly mark the folly of pride 
than the laughable dilemma to which the dignity of Lord Orcn- 
yille is reduced, who ftill takes upon him tq maintain th?it M. 
Chauvelin is not entitled to an anfwer, while neccflity compels 
him to make a reply ; and who in the very ad: of replying^ affedts 
to infinuate that M. Chauvelin is not to confider Us letter as an 
jnfwcr i 

^hin^ 



71 

thiak I may yet be permitted to tell you, not in 
a toae of haughtinefs, but firmnefs, that thefe 
explanations are not confidered as fuiEcient, and 
that ALL the motives which gave rife to the pre- 
parations ftill continue. Thefe motives are already , 
known to you by my letter of Dec* 31, in which 
I remarked, in precife terms, what thofe difpofi- 
tions were which could alone maintain peace and 
a good underftanding. I do not fee that it can 
be ufeful to the objeft of conciliation to enter into 
a difcuifion with you on feparate points, under the 
prefent circumftances, as I have already acquainted 
you with my opinion concerning them. If you 
iiave any explanation to give me under the fame 
esKtra-ofEcial form, which will embrace all the ob- 
jeSs contained in my letter of the 31ft Dec. as well 
as all the points which relate to the prefent crifis in 
England, her Allies, and the general fyftem of 
Europe, I fliall willingly attend to them* 

** I think it, however, my duty to inform you, 
in the moft pofitive terms, in anfwer to what you 
tell me on the fubjedt of preparations, that under 
the prefent circumftances all thofe meafures will 
be continued which may be judged neceffary to 
place us in ailate of proteOing the fafety, tran- 
quillity, and rights of this country, as well as to 
guarantee thofe of our Allies, and to fet up a bar* 
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tier to thofe views of ambition and aggrtudiaement 
dangerous- at all times to the reft of Europe } but 
which become ftill more fo, being fupported by tke 
propagation of principles deftru£live of all focial 
order/* 

Aa this letter, though of no great length, is of 
extreme importance, it will be pardcmable to cri- 
ticiie fomewhat in detail the cont^ts of it. No- 
thing being ob}e£^ed on the part of Lord Gren-> 
ville, accor(£ng to the ohfervation of M. le Brun^ 
to the declaration relpe^ting Holland, the difpute. 
is reduced to two heads ; the Decree of Not, 19th, 
in conn^ie^on with the fubfequent procee^ngs of 
the Ck>nYention; and the Navigation of the Scheldt 

The Englifli Minifter ftates, that he has foun^ 
in the paper remitted to him nothing fati$fa€lory 
us to tbefe points* For, 

JPir/?, <« The Declaration of wiflilng to inter^ 
*« meddle in the affairs of other countries is there 
^* renewed ; no denial is made, or reparatioxv 
^* offered for the outrageous proceedings ftated in 
^' his Lordfliip's letter of Dec. 31ft/* 

That the Decree, in its firft and obvioua meaor 
ing, was indefenfiible, is unqueftionaible > bnt as 
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the Governmeftt of Fnmce thought fit to put 
a fciendjy, however forced, iaterpretation upon 
h, that mterpretation ought undoubtedly to have 
heen admitted- For, as the author of the excels 
knt political trad, called ^' TheQueftioa Stated,*- 
•remarks ^^ Whea no a^ has been done, and when 
<^ nothing but ^ fuppofed principle or ^ generai 
^ difpoiitionis complained of, an exprefs di£ivow«l 
^ of fuch principle, and denial of fuch intentloo^- 
^^ ought to be accepted, begaufe it is all that Ae. 
^ cafe admits of/' 

To Lord Grenville*! perverfe and wilftil nuf* 
conftru£tion of the explanation, an admufable re* 
ply is made, and the examples of Henry lY. smd 
Queen Elizabeth are happily adduced in illuflra* 
tion of the true meaning* But if a cavilling negoi 
tiator, in the fpirit of a chicaning attorney, will 
not allow the perfons with whom he negotiates, to 
under^md their own meaning, if he will oIvp 
ftinately in£ft that they are incompetent to exphia 
tfieu* own declarations,^ what csm any farther dif- 
euflion avail? If continued, it muft neceifarily 
degenerate into difgufting and acrimooious alter* 

As tQ tho complaint, that qo reparation i$ 
^fkted fof the- rafl) and, to adopt Lord Gran- 

ville's 
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ville's expreffion, " outrageous proceedings" of 
the Convention, it may be fairly alked, what re- 
paration the Executive Council had it in their 
power to bffer? They knew they could offer 
none ; they therefore paffed them over in dif* 
creet filence, and any negotiator on the part of 
the Englifli, who deferved the name of a ftatef- 
man, would have wifhed to bury them in eternal 
oblivion. As England had no Ambaflador in 
France at that time, the Englifli Court could 
have no regular or official information of what 
pafled in the Convention, and could have no 
regular right, therefore, to complain of it ; and 
Lord Grenville would have equally confulted 
the true dignity of the King, and the true in- 
tereft of the country, had he forborne all men* 
tion of thofe proceedings. 

Secondly, " The right of infringing treaties, 
** and violating the rights of our allies," his 
liordfliip fays, ** is ftill maintained, by offering 
" an illufory negotiation upon this fubjeft," &c. 
It is tru^^ that M. Le Brun entered upon an 
elaborate j unification, or rather palliation, of 
the meafure adopted by the French in relation 
to the Scheld, and that the apology, though 
ingenious and plaufible, is founded upon very 
^ueilionable and fallacious data. ' Certainly^ 

however^i 
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"however, the right of Holland to the exclufive 
navigation of that noble river, if admitted, is 
a moft invidious one ; to be vindicated only by 
an* appeal to arbitrary and artificial reftri6iions, 
in contra-diftinftion to natural and common 
right, as it arifes from the genuine, unperverted 
feelings of mankind. That the faith of treaties 
fhould be kept facred is, however, a principle 
of fueh extenfive utility and primary importance 
as to fuperfede all inferior confiderations. Eng- 
land was therefore juftified in making the open* 
ing of the Scheld, to the prejudice of her ally, 
a fubjeft of complaint when called upon by 
Holland, though there exifted no political ne- 
ceffity for her ftanding forward, armed cap-a-pie, 
the unfolicited champion of the Dutch in thb 
obnoxious quarrel. 

* But the validity of the abftraft reafonings of 
the French Minifter is of little confequence. 
The material queftion is, what are his praftical 
eonceffions ? He declares, that France has re- 
nounced, and Jiill renounces, all conqueft ; that 
flie will occupy the Netherlands no longer than 
the war, and during that time which may be 
neceffary for the Belgians to fecurc and copfor 
JidattJ their liberty ; and that they will leave 

the 
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the difpute rclatirc to the Scheld to a dire£): 
negotiation with the Belgians. 

An able flatefman would have wiHied for no 
fairer opening for a general treaty. The terms 
on which France wsis willing to conclude ai 
pacification^ not with England only, but with 
Auftria, were here made fully apparent. Franco 
wa$ determined that the Low Countries ihould 
not again revert to the Auftrian dominion ^ but 
ihe had not yet formed any defign, at leaft' any 
fixed defign, of annexing them to her own ter^ 
fitory. Confidering the aftual fituation of af- 
£aits, this would have been a very equitable 
and advantageous comproroife. Whether Belgia 
returned to her former fubjeftion, or whethei 
(he was erefied into a feparate republic* was a 
matter of fmall import to England. In both 
cafes, it muft be £ngli(h arms and Englifb mo« 
ney that muft preferve that country from be- 
coming a province of France. And if England 
had entered with facility and good faith into 
this projeft, flie would have had an unqueftion- 
able right to demand, and France, if fincere^ 
could not hay« refufed to give into her hands 
proper pledges for the execution of it. And 

tq 
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to tills the whole attention of the Britiih Mini« 
ftrjr ought to have been turned *. 

Inftead of this. Lord Grenville, under a ferat 
-T-as he takes care to infult M. Chauvelin and 
the French Government, by repeatedly remindh 
ing him-— of extra-official communicatic^, " hut 
** not in a tone of haughtinefs," declares that 
thefe explanations are not confidered as fuffin 
cient, and that ALL the motives which gave rife 
to the preparations ft ill continue. Two days 
afterwards his lordfhip informs M. Chauvelin^ 
in a ftili more rude and infolent letter^ that his 
Majefty would not receive his new letters of 
credence. 

As the Government of France were not fan* 
guine in their expeftations of fuccefs in this ul* 
timate application, a provifional order, dated 
January lo, had been tranfmitted to General 

* It is probable, indeed, that France, cren at this time^ 
would not have receded from her plan of incorporating Savoy 
with her own domain. But this was to England a very infe- 
rior coafideration. It is moreover evident that the incorporat- 
tion of Savoy was a fpontaneous aft oa the part of the Savoy- 
ards, who, in fa6t, are Frenchmen and not Italians. Whereas 
a great majority of the Belgians were avcrfe to the project, and 
confidered it as an a£t of violence and of conqueft. 

Miranda, 



Minmda> who^ m the abfence of M. Duraod« 
tiez, commanded the French army in the Ne- 
therlands, to invade Dutch Flanders and the' 
proTince of Zealand^ m twelve days at fartheft^* 
that interval of time being no doubt deemed 
fufficient for the reception of the ultimatum of 
England.* General Dumouriez, auguring early 
the ill fucceft of the negotiation, was/ as he 
himfelf tells us, defirous, fome time previous 
to this, to obtain leave from the Council to at- 
tack and take proviftonal pofleilion of the city 
of Maeftricht, then detencelefs, and which was 
afterwards attempted in vain. But this the 
Council peremptorily refufed. Mr. Mar(h is 
pleafed (p. 362) to reprefent th^ order to Mi- 
randa, the execution of which was accidentally 
poftponedi as an aft of perfidy in the Council^ 
though he himfelf offers the beft defence of this 
Indafure by ftatingj " that the mutual obliga- 
*' tions which at this time united the two coun- 
** tries of Great Britain and Holland made theni 
** really one nation." P. 364. It will eafily be 
acktiowledged, therefore, ** that an attack upon 
" Holland was,'' agreeably to his obfervation^ 
" an attack upon Great Britain i'* and ^^ that 
** a declaration of hoftility againii the Britiffi 
<* Government involved in it a fimilar declara- 
^* tion ag^inft that of Holland.'^ Nay, it may 
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be further allowed, *' that this fecref order wa^ 
•^ in faft worfe than an open declaration 5" for, 
as he gravely remarks, " an open declaration 
** gives the attacked power at leaft a (hort no- 
^ tice of the intended hoftilities" (p. 362), 
which was probably the reafon why the £xe« 
cutive Council preferred the former. But why 
this perfidious Council did not commence the 
war fix weeks before, inftead of commencing a 
negotiation, efpecially, as \ye are told (vol. IL 
p, 133), " that the French naval preparations 
** preceded thofe of Great Britain by three whole 
" months," Mr. Mar(h does not think proper to 
inform us. This gentleman, upon thp whole, 
however, concludes (p. 369), " that under the 
" circumftances of the cafe, it would have been 
" juftifiable in Great Britain to have declared 
*' war againft France in the middle of January 
" J 793 5" which is as much as to fay, that 
although the Britifli Government had the faireft 
poffible opening for terminating all difputes be- 
tween the two Qpuntries, and even between 
France and the continental Powers, by an ami- 
cable and equitable acconrmodation, and th^ 
French Government had allowed twelve days 
for the exprefs purpofe of receiving an anfwer, 
the war would, under thefe circumftancesi have 
been^ as all wars ever have been, iq the ftyle 

»n4 



in^ fehguag6 of thofe who Waged them, juft kfla 
toeceflaryi 

It may be feniarked that Mr. l^itt 'had, in 
the words of Mr. Maffh, the condefcenjion td 
grant an interview, in the beginning of Decern* 
her, to an agerit of the French Executive Go-* 
vernment, M. Maret, whoie deportment wad 
found fo much more agreeable to the Englilh 
Miniftry than that of M. Chauvehn, that an 
application was indireftly made to the Execa* 
five Council, that the whole condu6t of the ne*- 
gotiation ftiould be transferred to hirh. - To this 
M. Le Brun alludes in his difpatch, when he 
fays, *^ the objefil of the explanations required 
«* is fo highly important, that the Executive 
** Council have not thought that they could 
^ entruft them to a fecret Agetit, always to be 
^ difavowed. For this reafon they have thought 
•* proper, under every point of view, to etttruft 
" them to Citizen Chauvelin, though he is not 
^ accredited to his Britannic •Majefty but fironi 
«* the late King.'^ It feems to be well afcef* 
tained, and agreed on all fides, that M. Maret 
was a perfon much better qualified than M* 
Chauvelin to have condufted a negotiation of 
this nature, and " for this very reafon,'^ Mr. M* 
infers (vol, II. p, 91), ** that the Executive 

« Council 
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•* Council ^^ided b fevouf of the kttcr,'' Btrt 
eandour muft acknowledge, that the CouncH 
could not, without a grois perfonal affront to 
M. Ghftuvelin, whofe charafter ftood high witk 
the Convention, take the conda£l of the negot^ 
Ution out of his hands, and M. Le Brun thought 
doubtlefs that he had obviated in a great mea*- 
fiife the inconvenience arifing from Cbauvelin'^s 
warmth, by taking upon himfelf the taflt of con» 
tiimidg the correfpondence- Neverthelefs, k is 
mttch to be wiftied, that the requeft of Mr. Pitt 
had been complied with, as the negotiation 
would in that cafe have been taken, as there is ' 
TCafofti to believe, not only out of the hand's of 
M. Cbftuvelin, but alfo, which is a coniitleratioi& 
fbJl as important, out of the hands of Lord 
Gireiiville: and the fegacity of Mr. Pitt, and 
the candour and mildnefs of M. Maret, coni- 
bixied with the real defire of peace which zQv^ 
atfted brtby would in all probability have brought 
smtterd fb 9t vary different and much happier 
conckfion. 

The grand political evil to bfe avoided was 
manifeftly the^nnexation of the Low Countries 
to France. The Girondifts, who were now the 
governing party, were willing to, forego this 
taspting: advantagOi which the Jacobins were 

o eager 



eager to feize, for the fake of prefcrving amity 
with England, and the chance of reftoring peace 
to France. But they were equally determined 
with their antagonifts^ that thefe provinces ibould 
never more revert to Auftria. When, at the 
end of January, at which time almoft every hope 
of reconciliation with England had vani(hed» 
M. Danton formally propofed the incorporation 
of the Auftrian Netherlands, it was ftill waved ; 
but immediately after the declaration of war 
againft England it took place, amidft the loud 
and univerfal acclamations of the Convention. 

It was Danton who firft pronounced the me- 
morable words, " Les limites de la France font 
*^ marquees par la nature. Nous les atteindrons 
**. dans leurs quatre points, a I'ocean, au Rhk>, 
*' aux Alpes, aux Pyrenees." In his ftyle erf 
terrific eloquence, fpeaking of the enemies of 
France, he faid, *• Vous leur avez jettc le gand ; 
** ce gand eft la tete d'un Roi^^c*cft le fignal 
*^ de leur mort prochaine." 

The harfh, forced, and pcrverfe conftruftions 
which.Mr. Marih, throughout his two fatiguing 
volumes, abounding with declamation and re- 
.petition, puts upon all that was faid or done on 
the part of the Jtxecutive Coxmcil, muft be ap- 

patent 



.S3 

pari^nt.to every judicious reader. It would be 

fuperfluous labour, and would lead to fruitlefs 

and endlefs difcuffion, to enter into a minute 

examination of his innumerable fallacies and 

» 

mifreprefentations. Much muft iri every difpute 
be left to the judgment and underftanding of 
the reader. If the principal points at iffue are 
placed in a juft and clear light, it will be eafy 
to decide upon the merit of fubordinate confi- 
derations. There is, however, one inference fo 
unjuft, and applied to a purpofe of fuch import- 
ance, as to call for fpecific notice. 

The difpatch of M. Le Brun was dated Janu- 
ary 7. The impreflion which it might make 
upon the EngliQi Government was very doubt- 
ful. However anxious the Council might be 
for peace, it was neceflary, therefore, to pre- 
pare for war : and on the very fame day a Mi- 
nute, or Refolution, was tranfmitted by them 
to. the Municipality pf St. Malo, which has 
never appeared, but of which the Confeil Ge- 
neral of the Commune took the following no- 
tice, in their anfwer to the circular letter of 
Mbnge, printed \n the Journal de Paris, Janu- 
ary 28, 1793 : *' A rinftant oii nous avons re9u 
^* votre lettre avec la dilibSrafion du Conjcil 
f* Efkntifi tn date du /Janvier, nous nous 

** fommes. 
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^ fbmmes emprefles de concert avcc Tordoi!- 
•* nateur civil, de lui donner la plus grande 
*^ publicity par la voie de ritnpreflion, bien 
'^ certain que nos concitoyens feraient jaloux de 
^ prouver leur patriotifme, en entrant daris leg 
** vues du Pouvoir Executif, et faifant leurs ef- 
*• forts pour co-op6rer de tous leur moyens 31 
^ aneantir les tyrans, et les bordes d'efclavei 
** ligu^s contre notre liberty. Nous n'ayons 
*• point €t€ trompes dans notre attente, Citoyen 
** Miniftre ; et deji nous vous annon^ons que 
*^ nos amateurs travaillent avec grande affivit^, 
*' i depofer les objets neceflaires i rarmement 
'< de fix corfaires, dont trois montent 28 ca« 
** nons en batteries, et trois autres plus petits« 
** Vous pouvez compter, qu'ils feront prfitff il 
** rinftant ou la Convention Nationale ouvriia 
** fur les mers unnouveau champ d'honneur aux 
^ Francois rdgencr^s/* 

Upon this Mr. Marfti obferves fp. 155), *• that 
** it is evident the tendency of this paper was 
*' the fame as that of the letter written by the 
** Marine Minilter, namely, to roufe the people 
*' to a war with EnglanxL The circun^aiice, 
*' therefore, that it was figned by the Execu^- 
** tive Council on the very fame day on. which 
^l the Note of the Executive Council td the 

« Britifli 



'^ Brkifli Government was figned, affords a new 
^* and veiy ftriking proof of thjat glaring dupU* 
** city whidi charaderifes the rulers of modem 
*• France ;" and " that the date of the circular 
** ktter of Mooge ihews, that the refolution of 
^ en^ging in a war with England was formed 
** by the Executive Council even before they 
'^ knew the conditions under which the Britiik 
** Government was willing to preferve peace 
" with France, and confequently i\iht they were 
** determined upon *a rupture at all events.'' 
Were the French then to make no preparations 
for war, nor to offer any incitements to the na« 
tional ardour in the full profpe£t of a war, mere- 
)y becaufe they were engaged in a negotiation 
£:>r peace ? Is it fair or juft to ftyle that hypo« 
crify in France which, in any other nation, would 
be regarded as the refult of prudence, or indeed 
rather of common fenfe ? Did England remit 
her hoftile preparations during this interval? 
Did (he not, on the contrary, declare in pofitive 
^erms that (he would not difcontinue them? 
When a man, however refpedable, fuffers his 
prejudices to carry him to fuch lengths of party 
iseal — for party malevolence is a phrafe of odi- 
ous found — it is ncceffary to read with extreme 
caution whatever he may write, and to credit 
lalber wbat he (hall prove than what he (hall fay. 

Mr. 



86 

Mr. Marfh mentions (p. 158), as an additional 
■proof, that ** the Executive Council was refolv- 
^* ed, at all events^ on a war with England, and 
*" that the negotiation which was then carrying 
" on had no other objeft than to amufe its Go- 
** vemment, that General Dumouriez informed 
*' General Miranda in a letter, dated Paris, Ja- 
^' nuary 10, that the war between England and 
** France appeared to be decided. He faid in- 
^* deed to Miranda, decided on the part of Eng- 
** la?id, being too prudent to betray the fecrets 
" of the Executive Council.'* This forced and 
far-fetdhed proof refts upon the fubfequent af- 
fertion of Dumouriez in his Memoirs (tome I. 
p. 103), " that it would have been extremely 
'** eafy for France to have avoided a war with 
" England ;'* confequently, the difpofition of 
England muft have been pacific ; confequently, 
France muft have been the power that decided 
for war ; confequently, France muft have been 
infincere when negotiating for peace. But this 
is a m^re wire-drawn conclufion of Mr. Marfh ; 
for Dumouriez never reprefents France as in- 
fincere in her attempts to cffeft an accommo- 
dation—though he exprefsly charges Mr. Pitt 
with duplicity as to the negotiation in which he 
himfelf was concerned. " On pourrait cfoire 
« que le Miniftre Pitt/', fays he, " n*auroit 

*• voulu 



^ vouluqu'amuferle General Dumourie^." Had 
France uniformly a£led upon a fyftcro of mode^ 
ration and difcretion, it would indeed have been 
extremely eafy, as M Dumouriez juftly affirms, 
to have avoided a war with England. But when 
the anger and refentment of England were car- 
ried to fo extravagant a pitch that they could 
b^ appeafed only, on the part of France, by 
relinquifliing all her conquefts, and refcinding 
all her decrees, France could n )t avoid a war 
with England, without leaving herfelf complete- 
ly at the mercy of her enemies. 

Alfo from a moft virulent, infolent, and frantic 
fpeech uttered by the demagogue Carra, in the 
Convention, January 2, in which the Govern- 
ment of England and even the perfon of the- 
Moiiarch was fcandaloufly villified, Mr. Marfh 
infers (p. lUi), " That the whole world might 
" perceive that it was not the obje£t of the Na- 
*^ tional Convention to produce a reconciliation 
" with the Britifti Cabinet." As well might it 
have been inferred from the furious inveftive 
of Mr. Burke in the Britifti Houfe of Couimons, 
February 1790, that the Britifti parliament had, 
at .that period, determined upon a rupture with 
France. 

The 
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The famous fpeech of M* Briffet on prafent^ 
ing his report from the United Committees of 
Foreign AflTairs, Marine^ and General Defence^ 
January i2» Mr. Mar(h confiders as an additional 
evidence of his favourite, and often repeate4 
aflertion, '^ That the French were determined 
** at all events to engage in a war with England/* 
As M. Briflbt was, at this period, in the zenidt 
of his popularity and influence, it will not b© 
improper to tranfcribe a few of the moft re* 
markable paflages of his fpeech on this great 
cccafion> in order to aflift us in forming a judg* 
ment of the real views' and intentions of the go* 
veming party in France. 

M. Briflbt begins by declaring, '* That, after 
'* a proffmnd difcujfion^ it is the opinion of th# 
** United Committee, Vvrft^ That the complaints^ 
*^ of the Britifli Cabinet againft France h4v6 no 
^ juft foundation*; SeerniMif^ That the Repub* 
*♦ Jic of France, on the contrary, has v^irious 

* Tliat this was contrary to the real opinion of M. Bri^. 
Jippears from his addrefs to bis ConftituenUs in which he ipeaki^ 
of the I)^cree of the 19th November, vid the fubfcqucnt pioy. 
ceedings of the Convention^ iii terms of fevere reprobatiom 
But fuch was the homage he was obliged to pay to the tyranniv 
cal hnmours and capricious infolence of an Anarchic A& 
fembly. 

•^ well 



99 

^ well founded grounds of complaint againft the 

* Court of St. James's J Thirdiy, That after all 
^ means pf conciliation have been tried, the ag- 
^ greffions of England were to be vigorbufly re- 

* pelled,** 

The orator remarks, ** That the Nation, the 
^ Parliament, and the Conrt, were very differ- 
^ ently affeded by the French Revolution : the 
^ firft received the intelligence of it with joy, 

* the fecond with uneafinefs, the third with 
^^ terror. The voice of the Nation compelled 
•* the Minifters tq keep filence j the interefts of 
^ their Country and their own intereft induced 
•* them to an exaft neutrality, which they had, 
^ in faft, maintained previous to the immortal 

* day of the loth of Auguft. The depofltion 
•* of th« King, changed on a fudden the difpo- 
•• fition of the Court of England j and on the 
^ ijth of Auguft (he recalled her AmbafTador, 
•* under the futile pretext that his letters of cre- 
•* dence were addreffed to the late? Monarch, 
^ Difdaining diplomatic chicaneries^ France or* 
^ dered her Ambaflador In London to continue 
•* the exercife of his funftions. The viftories 
'^ of the French armies appeared gradually to 
^ calm the A^ruples of the Cabinet c«f St. James's. 
^ The EagUfli Minifter was deirous to know 

"of 
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U of the Ambaflador what was the ultimate In-' 
^ tentions of the French: and the Executive 
^ Council anfwered his enquiries with the dig^ 
^ nity and moderation which ou^Iit to charac^ 
•* terife a free people. An amicable intercourfo 
•* was eftabliflied between the two Nat'ons dur- 
** ing the months of OQober and Novemb r, 
** during which no mention was made of ♦^he 
•* opening of the Scheld; but the Englilh Mi- 
f* niftry fearing for the fafety of Holland, re- 
•* ccived affurances from the Executive CouncU 
•* the moft proper to tranquillize their minds. 

•' The Englifti Minifter complained of the 
?• Decree of November, which appeared to theit 
•• apprehenfion calculated to excite all people 
•* to revolt, and to promife an efficacious fuccour 
•* to the firft feditious attempt in England, and 
** the Executive Council gave upon this head 
•* fuch explanations as were entirely conform- 
•* able to the deiires of the Court of London, 

" In a word, fuch was the difpofition of the 
^ Britifli Cabinet towards the end of the month 
" of November, that all difficulties feemcd in* 
** fenfibly to vanifti. Lord Grenville began to 
.*' recognife that as a Government of France, 
•* which he had at firft entitled the Government 

« of 
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*^ of Paris. They ftill afFe£led fcruples indeed 
** as to the charafter of our Ambaffador, whoih 
*' they would not acknowledge as authorifed, 
'* although they gave and courted explanations 
-'* — Tandis qtfon prcrooquait et qii^on donnait des 
" explications.*' Pitt, on his fide, declared in 
^* the beginning of December his defire of avoid- 
*' ing war, and he regretted that the interrup- 
•** tion of the correfpondence of the two Cabi- 
•** nets produced miftakes of each other's mean* 
^* ins: — Des mal entendus. 
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** On a fudden the fcene changes. The King 
" of England, by two proclamations, convenes 
^* the Parliament, and embodies the Militia; 
•** caufes troops to march towards London, and 
" fortifies the Tower. 

^* The effeft of thefe meafures furpaffed even 
" the hopes of the Minifters. It fuflSced to 
** found the tocfin of alarm, and the Gazettes of 
" the Court overflowed with proteftations of at- 
" tachment to the Englifh Conftitution, and of 
^* horror for the French Revolution. 

_ ** The public mind was in this paroxyfm of 
*^ agitation when the Parliament met. Under 

** the 



^ the veil of attachment to the Confthution alf 

* the hypocrify of ariftocracy dilplayed itfelf. 
^ Part of the members of the oppofition dMt 
^ not hiuik to proftitute themfelves to a corrupt 
^ miniftry, and to bum incenfe before the idiA 
•* of the day. 

•• In the midft of the panic terror which iei»- 

* ed lUmoft all men« Fok merits praife for dap* 
^ io(g to propofe the meafure of fending aa 
^ Ambaflador to France. The Minifier» fare ef 
•• the fuffrages of the Parliament in fupport of a 
^ war with France^ appeared eager to revive 
^ the iAd chicaneries refpe£ling the invafion of 
^ Holland and the Decree of the 19th Novei»- 
** ber. He even began to fpeak of the Scheldt 

* but above. all he difplayed more ftifibela 
•• (roideur) towards your agent5^ more haughti« 
^ nefs in his communications. 

** In thefe circumflances the Executive Couq«- 
^ cil, by the organ of your Ambaflador, caufe^i 
** a notification in writing to be made to th6 . 
•* Englifli Government, confuting all the incul- 
" pations charged upon the French, complain- 
•• ing of the hoftile preparations of the Court 
^^ of London^ and announcing its firm refolutioa 

, «. to 



^ t^ opes by SA appeal to the Pnbfic the e^ 
^ of fhe Nation, and ta take every ixceffiurf 
** meafure to repel aggrelfion. 

** Yott have heard the repljr of Lord Gren* 
«« viUe to this note of M. Chauvelin. CaviHiii j 
*« ttpon the title of the Ambafi^dor, cocfufeil 
'^ entortiilage as to explicatioas, infidious iirthe 
^ eternal repetition of complaints worn thread^ 
•« bare-^this it all which* cam be di&Ofned* 

•• The opeiHBg of the Schdd was the ilrft 
^ grieviMice of the Bnglifli Cabinet. We wiB 
^ not demy that the^ opening of the Scfadd it 
•^ coHtRiry to the treaty of Utrecht and: varbuf 
* fubfeqaent coHV«ntions. But in reftoirog Bel* 
,^ ginm to Kberty, can the French Republic vio* 
^ fate thofe principles of eternal juftice wfaicjk 
^ have g;iifded her arms?** 

As to the Decree of the 19th of November, 
fae fays^ ** Haw can it be thought tbsd: a^Naiioii 
^' prafeflingi a reverentiafl re^pe£l: for the ligbts 
^ of the people can^ be the piroteflDcsof feditiaar? 
^J A free peoplie know haw tt» diftingiufli refi&^ 
^ afice fromMebellionf the willafcsctainedafa 
f^ gMM m^fmtj! itom the pgiDtiat wiflk of a Ibir 
y:imii¥tjteJ$r Ta» pmts£b^ the few 9g^iA the 
*^ ^ many 
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** many is to proteft revolt ^ it is to be unjuil^ 
*' and a free people know not how to be un-* 
« juft, &c. 

* ** SKall I recal the great crime coihmitted by 
** the Convention in receiving the addrefs of di-k 
** vers Societies in England, as if the inhabi- 
^* tants of that Country had no right to rejoice 
'* in the revolution of a neighbouring people 
" who had recovered their liberty. » 

^^ Not only would not the Englifli Mfnifter 
** deign to fend us an Ambaffador, but he re* 
** fufed to acknowledge ours. The Republic of 
** France without doubt exifts, and for the con-» 
" tinuance of her exiftence fhe does not alk for 
** any foreign permiffion. But flie may perhaps 
** examine in her turn whether it is proper to 
** recognife thofe Kings who fo infolently re* 
" fufed to acknowledge her as a Republic." 

After expatiating on the political injuftice of 
the Alien, AfDgnat, and Corn Bills, recently 
paffed by the Britifli Parliament in. direO: viola- 
tion of the commercial treaty, while they accufe 
the French as the violators of all treaties, heaf-* 
firms " that laying all circumftances together^ 
•* it is difficult not to conclude that the Cabi^iet 
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♦* of St. James's, weanof its neutrality, is relbked 
"^to take an a£tive part in the coalition which' 
•* has fworn our ruin. Every thing,*' fays tbis* 
democratic orator, " combines to enforce ihw 
** <:onvi3ion on the mind. The pride of that 
*' Monarch who has fo long deplored the igno-* 
*' miny into which royalty has fallen ; and from ' 
" whofe bread the event of the American w^u*' 
*^ has not eradicated the fatal inclination of' 
" once more combating the fpirit of freedom;* 
*^ the deteftation entertained for liberty by that' 
'* Lord Hawkelbury, who behind the curtaia' 
^ direfts his mafter, the council, and the cor^* 
** rtipt majority of Parliament ; the feeble refifl:-' 
*• ance of Pitt and his colleagues, who do longer 
^* oppofe the war fince it has become popular^ 
*^ the blindnefs of the Nation, and the univerfal 
** hope of crufliing France, Judging as theyd^ 
^^ from falfe and exaggerated pi£lures, and be-» 
** lieving her plunged in anarchy, without ma-^? 
** rine, money, or refources. 

. *^ On the other hand, can we believe that 
f* thefe den\onftrations of war flionld be feriow 
^ on the part of the Englifli Miniftry, when fa 
** .many motives are difcoverable which ought 
*' to deter them from it ; when it is evident that- 
f*. there exifts nQ folid inotive to induce tjiein ta 



^ it, that thofe whtdi are allegeci »e Aiilsniibl^ 
^ cbicanerieS) that it is impoffible to deceivtf 
^ the EngnOi Nation fi>r any length of time*, or 
^ to peifuade her that (he ought to expend mU^ 
^ lions to bar the navigation of the ScfaeU» or 
^^ to obtain an explanation of a Djceree which 
<^ has been already eirplained i vrhen tbef fee 
*^ that war will deftrof their commerce which 
<* is now fo' flouriftiing; when the enormous 
** debt of Great Britain is eonfidered, fo that 
'^ it is impoflible to difeover a fingle new article 
<* of taxation ; when war even the moft fortu^^ 
^ nate is productive of oppreffion, and whenitt 
*^ prefent circumftances it is but a fingle t^p 
^ from national difcroAtent to national revdu^i 
^ tion? — When we combine all thefe ciiie^Hn* 
f^ ftancesy we fball be tempted to regi^ dii3! 
^ war as a war of preparatives j bat QndeV 
^ that afpe£): it is more fatal for us thasi waC 
^ open and declared/* 

The orator then attempts to deiponftrate that 
France will enter upon fuch a war in all re^e£la 
to more advaxitage than England^ He advance^ 
tfivers we^ and futile arguments to prove 1%a( 
Afe finances of England are totally exhaufted— 
asguments no lefs foolifii and fallacious lAaxi 
tiiafe fince employed by Mn Pitt ta prove 

Franca 



France to be not merely dn then^erge,^ but hi 
tbegulfof bankruptcy^ and he adduces as a 
decifive ' evidence of the extreme diftrcfs of the 
Englifh; Treafury^ thefoB that the M tntfter was 
obliged to degrade himfelf fo far as to rob the 
Batik of J^gland of half a million of dividends 
belonging to different unknown proprietors* . ' 

He fays that England cannot man her Navy 
ip^^ithout having recourfe to the infamous expe- 
dient of preffing, which, he aflferts, wiU occa- 
fion an infiant and general infurre£tion. 

After a long enumeration of circumftances^ 
according to the rejprefentation of this fpeaker; 
highly flattering to France and alarming to Eng^ 
fend^ he concludes, ** That there is nothing to 
^ apprehend from the jun£lion of England to 
•* the reft of their enemies. — What you have to 
•* fear," fays he *' is not war, but incertitude* 
f* You ought then to require an explicit decla«« 
^* ration ; and if you cannot obtain it, you muft 
^* refolve on war. Say to the Englifli 'Nation^ 
** * The war that your Cabinet meditates againft 
*• us, is a war impious, fratricidal, and fuch 
'• as we hold in horror. To live in peace with 
^ ypii is our fole deiire. We refpeft your :rights 
^ and tboie- of your allien. Refpe£t in return 
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•* our principles* If you have any iriquictu^c^;^ 
** we are ready to diflipate them. But if you 
** have the weaknefs to obey the perfidious ini- 
** pulfes of your Minifters^ if you will lend 
^ your hands to carry on the combats which 
** they are preparing, then we declare it to yoti^ 
** with grief we can fee in you only cruel ene* 
*^ mies,' brethren of thofe Satellites of Auftrii 
•* of whom we have fwom the deftruftion/** '■ 

In the general tenor of this famous report^ 
the language of which is for the moft part in* 
flated, and the fentiments romantic and extra- 
vagant^ there is nothing which can lead us to 
fuppofe that a war with England was a favourite 
objeft with M. Briffot. Far from it. He feems 
perplexed at the fudden change which had taken 
place in the Engliih Counfels^ and inclined tb 
believe that a war muft, in confequence of that 
change> fooner or later, unavoidably enfue. In 
the profpefl: of it he endeavours to awaken all 
the ardour, the genius, and fpirit of his country- 
men, in order to animate them to engage iti 
this unlooked-for and arduous conteft ; and *h6 
indulges, or profefles to indulge, fanguine ex- 
pe^ations of a favourable refult from the feve* 
ral circumftances which, in the courfe of his 
fjpeecb^ he expatiates upon > but that. he was 

defirous 



^efirous to rhake the experiment, there exifts 
])o (hadow of proof, no fymptom of probabi** 

lity*.*. 

* 
» 

. There is a remarkable conceiSon in this fpeech 
c^f M« Briflbt, yrhh relation to Holland, which 
ought not to be paifed over in (ilence. Speak- 
ipg of the apprehenfions of the Britiih Govern- 
ment refpe&ing the- fafety of the United Pro- 
Tinces, he fays, ** L'aggreflion du Stathouder 
•^ envers la France, ou Tinfurreftion contre lui 

4 

*/ de la majority des HoUandois, voila les feula 
** cas ou la France croirait de fon devoir et de 
*f fa juftice de porter les armes dans de Provinces* 
*/ Unies : et ces cas n'exiftent point, et la France; 
'*. en ce veut refter tranquilly." This is an ho- 
nourable teftimqny in favour of the Dutch Go- 
vernment ; and the only ground upon which tHfc 
fubfequent invafion of Holland could be plaufi^ 
bly vindicated was, that the reciprocal engage- 
pient$ between that country and Great Britain 
^ere (b clofe, and intimate, that, as Mr. Marfli 
liimfelf acknowledges, the two nations, ia ^ 
political view, could only be confidered as one* 
But . Engliih friendihip and protection were fo 

, * Y%/de the remarkable declaration of M. Brlflbt^ mentioned 
by the author of the traft, Utrum Horum, p. 43. 
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fatal to the Stadtholder, that he might well be 
allowed to exclaim : 

-^^ TdL ! me occuMib Maud, mm imafiis.**— 

It is, however, too evident, that neither the 
opening of the Scheld, nor the apprehenfion of 
the invafion of Holland, nor the Decree of the^ 
19th of November, were the real caufes of the 
laolent and paifionate condud of the Englifli 
Court. By the manner in which the addrefies 
from the democratic Societies in England were 
received and anfwered by the .Convention, the 
King's pbbsohal dionxtt was attacked and 
Hifulted* A total difregard of thefe indecent^ 
proceedings, fo long as England hiad no Am-' 
baflador reliant at Paris, and £b long as the/ 
were unaccompanied by any overt ad of ea-> 
jnity, would have been no lefs politic than mag* 
nanimous. The reftoration of a regular dipkn 
matic intercourfe, and the unequivocal mani-* 
feftation of thofe fentiments of good<*wiU, or 
even of dignified neutrality, which had charae^ 
terifed the conduct of England in the earlier 
llages of the French revolution, would unquef^ 
tionably have re-eftabliflied, on a firm and. foUd 
bafis, the relations of peace and amity betweea 
the two nations. 

SECTION 
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SECTION V. 

€!antmning Remarks on Chapters XV and XVI. 

Ok the 17th January (1793)^ while the dif- 
patch of M. Le Brun was ftill under deliberar 
tion, M. Chauvdin tendered to Lord Grenvillc 
the Letters of Credence recently received from 
the Government of France. On the i8th. Lord 
Grenville returned his anfwer to the difpatch^ 
and on the 20th he tranfmitted a fecond letter 
to M. Chauvelin, informing him, *^ that uhder 
the prefint drcumftances^^* u e. while a negoti- 
ation was depending between the two coun- 
tries of the higheft importance, and the fuccefs 
>of which might depend upon the recognition of 
th^ Ambaffador — ^^ his Majefty does not think 
*^ proper to receive them." Is it poffible to 
oflfer a better or wifer reafon for this refufal than 
•thirt: which Mr. Fox affigned in i celebrated 
fpeech in Parlianient, and which appears to 
haVfe given fuch offence to the delicate feelings 
of Mr. Marfti, viz. *• that the heads of the Ex- 
^* ecutive Coupcil in France had Hot been 
" anointed from the holy oil cruifc, before the 
« altar of Rheims ?" ' 

V Mn 



102 

Mr. Marlh affeds^ indeed (vol. IL p. 304), to 
fpeak of this recognition as a faoour, or ejrprcf" 
fion of fricndjhipy to which the French Republic 
had no claim ; as if the recognition in queftion 
had been a mere matter of external decorum^ 
inftead of a high confideration of national wif- 
dom and policy. Suppofing the French nation 
not to be entitled to any peculiar demonftra- 
tions of favour or friendfhip^ is there any trace 
of fenfe or reafon, in a pertinacious refufa to 
ftyle that a Government which we are compel- 
lied to treat as fuch^ though it were founded in 
violence and ufurpation ? Did any of the powers 
of Europe reafon in this manner in the cafe of 
Cromwell ? Had we not affairs of great import- 
ance to tranfa£l with this Government, whether 
it were regular or irregular, lawful or unlawful ? 
and could a refufal to acknowledge it as a Go- 
vernment anfwer any purpofe but that of irri- 
tation ? In whom, at this pei-iod, did the Go- 
vernment of France refidci if not in the Execu- 
tive Council and Convention ? And with whom 
did the right infeparable from a Government, 
as fuch, under whatever denomination, to'po- 
minate agents, to treat with other Governments, 
inhere, if not in them ? — Surely not in the jde- 
graded, pow^lefs, unfortunate Monarch ! Lord 
Grenville certainly had not ftudied the fcience of 

politics 
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* J>plitics in the fchool of Grotius, who expreftly 
favs, *^ A prince does not ftipulate for hinifelf, 
" but for the people under his government; 
^* and a King deprived of his kingdom, lofes 
" the right of fending Ambaffadors." Grotius 
jde Bell. 

Neither the exiftence or the permanence of 
the new Republic depended upon the racogni- 
*tlonof'the £ng]i(h Court, and the interefts of 
the two countries imperioufly demanded that 
fome open and authorifed mode of comfnunT* 
cation fhould be eftabliflied between them ; and 
thofe interefts were in this inftance manifeftly. 
iacrificed to the miferabie pride and folly of 
court etiquette. It is true, that the feelings of 
Miniftry might be hurt at a compliance which 
they had fo long and fo obftina^tely declined; 
liut this mortification they moft unneceflarily 
brought upon themfelves. 

Had the recognition of the French Republic 
teen- made in that negative form which the 
Uninterrupted refidehce of Lord Gower would 
have implied, there would have exifted no ne- 
' ceffity for making it in a more pofitive manner. 
, 'But our wife Minifl:ers chofe to place this quet . 
tion foremoft upon the canvas, and to make an 
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expttft and formal difpute of it. " Why/* i|ir 
was forcibly at the time aiked» ^* (hauld we life 
^' fuch a difqualifying meafure againft our own 
'^ purpofes as that of contefting to France its 
.'^ haying an organ left wherewith to addrefs 
'^ foreign powers? Did we queftioti the late 
•' King cf Sweden's title to mix in the diplo- 
^* matic circles of Europe, becanfe he had en- 
.f* ilaved his people ? and yet» becaufe Franee 
^ has depofed its king, France is not allowed 
*' to be recognifed as a power, but is * Mon- 
.^ firum, horrendum, informe, ingens, cut lumm 
^' ademptum'V 

Mr. Marih tells us (p. ao6), '^ that the Bri- 
.^ tifli Minifters muft neceflarily have preferred 
.** the continuance of a monarchical form of 
;" government in France, to the eftablilhment 
** of a republic, becaufe great republics are na- 
" turally inclined to be both reftlefs in liiem- 
** felves, and to difturb the peace of their neigh- 
" hours." But if we take a retrofpcftive view 
of the Hiftory of France for the laft 250 yeprS, 
what great republic could be more reftlefs in 
-itfelf than this great monarchy for the firft half 
of that term, or more difpofed to difturb the 

* ConuaeDtg 00 the pnifiored War vilb Fnuioe, p* 10^ 
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J ^ace of her neighbours than (he has mbft nO- 
' torioufly been for the latter part of it ? 

** The inhabitants of France, hoWever/' ac- 
cording to Mr/Marflr, p. 207, " having at 

^* length difcovered that they are fighting in 
•* fnpport of tyranny, and not of liberty, the 
•' fame military enthufiafm cannot be expcfted 

••• to chara6terife them in future." To this re- 
fle£Hon the vidories of the prefent campaign^ 

-and the wide extent of GsLllic conquefts, from 
the Po to the Danube, have already afforded a 
very decifive anfwer. 

M. Briflbt, in his report to the Convention 
'on the nth January, fpeaking of the Britilh 
Minifters, ufes the expreffion, " lis prcvoyalent 
^ que cettc r^publique pouvait fe confolider, et 
'^ porter le flambisau des revolutions en toute 
'• rEurope." For this forefight, Mr. Marfh 
afcribes to thefe deep politicans great honour, 
and declares it^^ to have been undoubtedly their 
** duty to avoid a ftep (viz. the recognition of 
•* the republic) which would have given addi- 
♦** tianal force to the engine of deftruftion/* But 
this, reafoning is very futile. All men of pene- 
tration, whether fnendly or adverfe to the French 
revolution in its commencement, faw in its pro- 
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:grtU tbe danger to which Europe wa9 expofipd 
* by the burfting of this great political volcano. 
Had the Englifli Miniflers, then, been grave and 
.coniiderate ftatdmea, they would have carefully 
avoided feeding this flaming mountain with frefli 
combuftibles ; and if it were not by mortal art to be 
extinguifhed, at leaft to (land at a fafe diftance a^d 
fuffer it unmolefted to bum out. The recognitigni 
in queftion, to drop all metaphor, could add no^ 
thing to the political force of France ; but the 
pertinacious and haughty refufal of fuch recogni- 
.lion might, and did, add to the force of her paifions 
and the ftrength of her refentment j which was, 
in hdij ^^ contributing voluntarily to the energy 
** of a power which," according to Mr. M. 
** had already declared itfelf hoftile." 
"I 

Mr. Pitt, in.Iiis famous fpeech of February 3d, 
' ' 1800, has indeed thought fit, in vindication of this 
' ii refuial, to lay a very great ftrefs uppn the exa^* 
c, pie of Count Bernftorf, by general acknowledge- 
ment, if this may be faid without giving offence 
. : to Mr. Pitti the wifeft Minifter in Europe. But 

: no two cafes can be more diflimilar. Denmark 

t 

-! .is a fecondary power, which muft, in a certain de- 

f.\gree, regulate its own conduft by that of its more 

' potent neighbours. Yet in thefc circuniftances, 
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^iferon Blbhm, the Danifli Aitlbaffa^or at Park; 
^iii Auguft 1792, did not immediately retire 
from the French territory, in confequence of the 
^'events of the loth of that month. In Me/ecircum- 
^ ftances, Denmark kept up a regular and amicable 
^ intercourfe with France* In thefe circumflances, 
' "M. Grouvelle was received with facility and good* 

* Swill, as the authorifed agent of Fran<:e; andy as 
" fpon as the new French conftitntion was eftab- 
'" liflied, as the accredited Minifter of the Republic. 
*^But the different. fpirit and temper with which 
~ even the fame anions are performed, will produce 
"' the moft oppofite effefts. g 

^. . ' ' * * 

*' ' Great Britain- is a primary power in Europe. 
Her councils have never been influenced by the 
dread of incurring the difpleafure of other 

' powers. It is for her to fet, not to follow ex- 

* amples. From no other motive than ill-will to 
France, on the depofition of the King, the Britifh 
Miniftry recalled their own Ambaffadorj asnd 
perfifled, in very critical circumftances, moft in- 

'' vidioufly and contemptuoufly to refufe all recog* 
^ nition of M. Chauvelin as the Ambaffadorof 
France. A negotiation of great moment depend- 
' ing between the two nations, flie in the fame bH^th 
'reproached M. Ghauvelin for not being an j^c- 
^ "credited minifter, and rejefted the credentials 

which 
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Fliich he offered : and this MInifter, after fuffcr- ] 
ing a feries of indignities and infults, was at length 
ordered, to depart the kingdom in eight days. 
This, according to the fecond article of the Treaty , 
of 1 786, which the Court of London acknowledged 
to be flill in force, was equivalent to a Declaration 
of War on the part of England ; and a Oountei'«- 
declaration was immediately publilhed oa the part 
of France. 

As Mr. Pitt feemed eager tQ draw the parallel, 
in this inftance, between himfelf and the Count j 
de Bemftorf, it would be well if he would conr 
template with attention the political charadler 6f 
that great ftatdman Aroughout ; and then apply, ^ 
with impartiality, the touchftone to.his owncon- ^ 
dud. Of Count Bernftorf it has been truly and ,^ 
jQobly faid, that he pundually fulfilled the proi- 
mifes he made, and uniformly adhered to the . . 
principles which raifed him to power. His great . 
and leading ambition was to improve and meliorate 
^he conftitution of his country and the conditipii 
of his countrymen ; and he feduloufly laboured to / 
preferve Denmark in peace with all foreign powers. 
As he detefted wars abroad, he never employed 
cither fpies or informers at home. He admi- 
niftered juftice in merey ; and^hile he added to 
the liberties, be dimioiflied as much las |»6inble the 
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burdens of his his feUow-fubje£ks. His heneVoIeht 
and comprehenfive mind rofe far fuperior to all' 
diftindions of fe& and party; and in return, sdl 
feds and parties, or in other words all Denmark, 
joined in their admiration^ and applanfe of hidi' 
while living, and in lamenting their unfpeakable - 
lofs when this friend and ornament of human na- 
ture ceafed to ^xift ; knowing that he exifted only 
for the good of his country and of mankind. 
Mr^ Pitt never having made the experiment, has 
no conception what ^e fpirit of conciliation com- '■ 
bined with the fpirit of wifdom is able to effed. 

. No fooner was this final and peremptory refufat ' 
to recognife the Republic, in theperfon of its Am- 
ba&dor, known^ at Paris, than an order of recat 
was tranfmitted to M» Chauvelin, by the Execu- 
dve Councii. And on the fucceedmg day, Janu« 
say 24th, upon the intelligence of the death of ^ 
thq King of France (January 21 ft), M. Chauvdin< 
recdved an order to depart the kingdom within 
eighlt days, Buf Mr. M. by a miferable cavil,- 
mas^^uhs that the Britifii Government did not 
^ifnuis a French AmbafT^or, becaufe M. €hau« 
tdyhdl had only been accredited by Louis XVI. who 
was no^ no more ; and his credentials ceafed from 
ftuttu^tobev^/i^^ 

""\ ^ ^, ^ _ ^ 

^ •• ^ , Notwith-. 



f^ 



. Notwithftanding the final rejeftion of the UBW 
letters of credence, and the confequent recal of/ 
the Ambaffador by the Executive Council, the 
French Government had the merit, beyond any 
reafonable expedation, of making another effort . 
for peace. 

On the 26th of Januarys three days after the , 
recal of M. Chauvelin, M. Maret, the confiden- 
tial, agent approved by Mr. Pitt, was difpatched . 
by the Council to London, with new inftrudions. - 
But no fooner was he landed at Dover, than he was 
informed' of the hoftile difmiffion of Chauvelin— - 
whom he met on the road — ^by the Englifh Court, 
He immediately wrote to M. Le Brun for frefli * 
orders, and proceeded to the metropolis* In the*, 
a&ual drcumftances of the cafe, not deeming^' 
himfelf empowered to demand an interview, or* 
to make any direft overture, he contented himfelf ^ 
with fending a fliort note to Lord Grenville, 
informing him that he had come over to tak« 
charge of the diplomatic papers in the houfe 
of the French Envoy. Of this his Lordihip tooki, 
nx>t the lead notice. M. Maret remained, .there-k . 
fore, incognito in London, till the intelligenwre , 
arrived of the French Declaration of War ; wh^ 
he fent a fecond letter to Lord Grenville, tp 
take leave, and returned to Par;s, 
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What the original mftrudions of M. Maret were, 
yet remain a fecret : it is, however, univerfallyy 
and upon the belt grounds, believed that the 
concei&ons he was empowered to make were very 
great* And Mr. Miles, a gentleman of great ve- 
racity and refpe&ability, perfonally acquainted 
both with M. Maret, and M. Le Bnin, and who 
h&s pubhihed an interefting account of thefe tranf- 
a£lioBS, though his political fentiments are much 
in favour of Minifters, exprefsly fays, ** The 
V' propofitions which the Execiative^Couxicil had 
•^authorifed M. Maret to offer, and which would 
*^ have been offered if M. Chauvelin had not left 
*' London, but which I am not at liberty to re- 
*" veal, were fo different from the imperious Ian- 
^guage which M. Le Brun had lately affumed, 
^f:^d the conceffions were fo much greater than 
*^*it was reafonable to fuppofe would have been 
^^made after what had paffed^ that I doubted the 
V. fincerity of them at the .time." > 

Such is the naked fad, and as to the matter of 
ofonion whether the language of M. Le Brun or 
of Lord Grenville were bcft charafterifed by the 
^ithet imperious, the world will judge. 

On the ^5th of January, copies of the papers 

which had paffed between Lord Grenville imd M. 

' -' Chauvelin 
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Chauvelin were laid before the States Gehmllyf 
Lord Auckland, accompanied with a memorial of 
fuch a nature that all the colle&ions of diploma*; 
tic papers ever publilhed may be fafely challenge^ 
to fumifh any thmg fimilar to it* Under the veil 
and pretence of being an official document, it 
contained a moft furious and rancorous inve&ive 
againft the French Revolution and its authors: 
difcovering a ftrange and total difregard to the 
dignity and decorum of the charader and ftation. 
of an Ambailador. In this lunatic State Paper, 
the terms ** wretches,*' " villany," ^* atrocity,*' 
*^ infamous,-' &c. were ufed with as little refcrve 
as if authorifed by diplomatic prefcription* 

What is truly aftoniftiing after all this, is, that 
an overture on the part of General Dumouriez to 
Lord Auckland, propofing a conference with his 
lordfhip at fome place near the borders, was re- 
ceived by this Mihifter, as M. Dumouriez tells us, 
with the greateft pleafure, and he inftantly, with 
the approbation of General Dumouriez, coAi« 
municated the propofition to the Grand Pen- 
fionary. Van Spiegel, who llkewife confented to 
take part in the confesence. His Lordfhip alfo dif- 
patched no lefs than three packet-boats to England 
to obtain the cohfent of his Court, sind inflxuc^ 
tions relative to the conference* He faid, ^ that 

««the. 
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,^ an^wr vould foon aniye, and that it *^ vm 
«« by no niearo his dcfign to amufe th^ Generals 
*^ or to dday his plans or preparations fof the 
.^^ oext campaign/' It was decided that a« foon 
iA Lord Auckland recdved the anfwer from hi» 
Courts thai the coxiferedce fhould be held at the 
Moerdyke^ on board a Yacht of the Prince of 
Orange« During the refidence of M. Maret ia 
LondoUj the Briciih Government received intd* 
ligence from Lord Auckland of the propofition of 
Dumouriezt who hhbfelf reprefents M^ret al a 
pcrfonfent to pave the way for h& recq>tion— 
."..On cnvoie/* fay3 the General, in a letter to 
Miranda, ^^ un agent fecretjort connu de M* Pitt 
" pour demander un lauf conduit pour moi, et 
^^ Taflurance d'etre bien venu,'* &c. And, in hit 
Memoirs, he tells us, ^^ U fut decide que Maret, 
** qui avait deja fait plufieiirs voyages en Angle* 
•* terrc, y ferait. rianvoye pour favoir de M. Pitt 
^ ii recllement il fouhaitait traiter perfonnellement 
*^ avec le General Duuiouricz/* Tom i. p. iai» 
It appears, however, tSiat the commiiBon entruIW 
to VL Maret was of a more geneiial and extenfive 
nature than the vanity of Dumouriez fuffered him 
to futped. 

• #' 
The Engliih Govenmient coinfenfed urith the 

tttmoft facffity to the propofird conference at the 

I Mofrdyke, 
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Mcetdyke, and fonnally authorised Lord Auck* 
land to treat with Dumouriez. On the receipt 
of his inftrudions. Lord Auckland difpatched a 
courier to the General, who was then at Antw^rp^ 
and propofed the loth February for holding the 
iirfl: conference; but this defign was altogether 
fuperfeded by the declaration of war on the part 
of France againft Great Britain and Holland, on 
^ lil of that month. 

It mttft not be omitted, that General Du- 
mouriez himfelf informs us (Mem. vol. L p. 1 28)9 
^^ that De Maulde, a confidential agent of the 
^* Executive Council at the Hague, had been 
^* aflured by Lord Auckland, that the Britifli 
•* Cabinet would have no objeftion to negotiate 
^ with General Dumouriez j" and likewife, 
** that Mr. Pitt himfelf had made a declaration to 
** the fame purpofe.'* And it appears, that not 
only the overture of Dumouriez was founded 
upon this bails, but that he entertained flrong 
fofpicions of an infidious defign on the part of 
Ac Englifh Government. ** On pourrait croire,** 
fiiys he, " que le Miniflre Pitt n'aurait votdut 
*Vqu'amufer le General Dumouriez." In thi» 
cpnjefl:ure, however, Dumouriez was probably, 
miflaken. Pitt himfelf certainly zvijked for peace j 
but Jbe had not en^gy of mind to (fem the 

i torr^t 
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tbrrtot of opinion, which, iincelthe e^rtfsiordmary 
taeafures of alarm adopted by the Crovemment, 
had run violently for war. The coUeOive deter- 
minations of the Cabinet were the manifeft f efult 
of paffion and folly, and the Minifters who then 
guided, and who ftill guide, the counfels of the 
Hate, ftand charged before God and their country 
for precipitating the nation into a deftrudive and 
* ruinous conteft, which has often been aflerted, but 
has never yet been proved, to be either juft or 
neceffiory. 

SECTION VI. ; 

Canclufiam 

As, Vfi the gtand hiftoric pidure of the eventful 
times in which we live, the chara&er of Mr. Pitt 
mttft ever ftand prominent on the canvas, it muffc 
be a queftion of more than hiftoric curiofity, to 
afcertain what that charafter really is. It has been: 
drawn with ftrokes fo mafterly, and in a ftyle fo 
peculiarly felicitous^ by a certain writer, in a tra£t 
pttbliflied a few years fince *, that no other apo« 
logy will be neceflary for the freedom of tran- 
fcribing it on the prefent occafion, as exprefling 

• " Enquiry into the Merits of Bfr. Pitt's AdminiftiatioD/' by 

Charles Faulknerj eiq. 

the 
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the ibmimaits ^ thoufisub^ once lit partial adi* 
vocateS) witii the utmoik precifion amd fidelity. 

Thi^ able writer ofafekres^ ^ that caaifidcriiig 
^ the. rank which Great Britam holds, and which 
^^ tt 11 to be hoped (he wiU ever hold, in die licale of 
^^ nations, it mu&y at all times, be a fiibjed of 
^^ more importance than can immediately be calca» 
^ lated, both to ourfeWes and others^ whether ou^ 
^ councils are direded by a real ftatefinan, wbofe 
^ temperate and perfpicuous wifdom may proteft 
•« and advance the interefts of his fellow-creatures^; 
*^ or are governed by fome plaufible orator, the 
^^ meafures of whofe rafh and puzzled adminiftra- 
«' tion may extend to a degree unprecedented, 
^' and, perhaps, perpetuate the miferies of man- 
^ kind^ aild the degradatioa of the human race* 

>*'% the cftabHfiament of a Sinking Frawl, Mr*. 
^ Pitt has, indeed, defcrved, and he has very amply 
•< received, the approbation of his countrymen* 
" It may with truth be afln-med^ that by this fmgle 
*• raeafure he has dome more to promote their 
" happancfe, than by all the flowjbig declama* 
^ tioiis he has ever uttered. Yet muft this praiie 
*' be giveil with the moil conliderable qualifier. 
^* tions and abatements. His conduft, even on 
*** thif occafion, is incumbered with that paffion 

^for 
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•* fot popularity, wldch fias ib oftbi perfiiaded' 
<^ him to fuffer the public to be, in faft, de- 
^ ceived ; and widi that poverty of fpirit, which 
* feems ndver to allow him to aft without difguife, 
^ T^e fuTplusf of a million Ihould have been fe- 
** cured l>y taxes, as Dr. Price originally recom- 
^ mended ; but our Minifter chofe to fee his mca- 
*^ fure maimed and crippled in its operation, and 
f* rendered almoft wholly inefficient, rather than 
^ run the rilk of a trifling diminution of his popu- 
^ larity, by the impofition of a burthen on the 
*• country, whidi would, in this^ cafe alone, have 
been ialutary, and calculated for their relief. 



c« 






«* Yet, with his own ability and virtue, was Mr^ 
Pitt jfo completely enraptured, that be expre&d 
a hope, in the Houfe of Commons, * that he 
<^ ihould have his name infcribed pu ^ piUar to 
^^ public credit, as its preferver and rcftorer.* 
^ There can be no doubt that the attention of 
^^ Mr, Pitt had been originally direfted to thi3 
^ meafure by the writings of Dr. Price. It was 
*• this intelBgent phihnthropift that Mr. Ktt when 
f* he came into oflice thought proper to fummon 
^ to his afliftance. Such wett^ the Dbljgarions of 
^ the Minifter, to a man whofc name was to have 
♦* found no place in the infcription of the pillsg: tp 
^^ nadofial credit, while the Minifter's was to be 

" preferved 
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^.prefieryed and recorded for the admiration . c^ 
*^ ages ! • The purity of Mr. Pitt's motives may, 
** be left to the decifion of that great tribunal^ 
** where alone they can be ?iccurately examined ;. 
^^ but his ability as a IVIiniiler uiuft be, neceflarily^ 
/^ left to us to appreciate and decide upon : a fub-* 
'* jeft of fair difcuffion } an objed of very reafon-t 
^' able doubt Omnium con fen fu dignus imperia. 
^' ni/i imptraffet^ is the charadier of one of thct 
^ Jloman emperors, as delineated by the hiftoria^, 
^} Taciti^5. Mr. Pitt might, in like mamier, havQ 
^^ t^een thoughf capable of ruling, had he n^ver^ 

* Dr. Price has been accufed of giving way, too much andtoai 
cafily, to the feelings of political defpondency : yet his decided 
opinion was, that the natiqn, in the exift'mg circumjiances of the 
year 17S6, was fully equal to the creation of a Sinking Fund of 
(wo millions ; and that opii^on fubiequent events have abundantly 
verified : but Mr. Pitt's exceffive timidity would confent only to 
the eftabliihment of a fund of one million ; and for this, as is well 
known, he pever made any adequate provifion. Dr^, Price himfelfy 
■tiie moft humble and difinterefted <>f men, declared, npt withont 
.emotion, to the author of the prefent REMARKS, " that Mr. P. 
in the fpeech with which he introduced the Sinjdng-Fund Bill, 
nercr once mentioned his name, or ever deigned to take the flight^ 
\|pft notice of him afterwards ; though Mr. P. (:ould not but know^ 
that the Marquis of Lanfdowne, that truly able ftatefman, to 
whom he himfelf owed his high and early advancement, and what 
'was a ftill more impreffive confideration,.that his late &ther> the 
.^eat Earl of Chatham, had invariably treated this virtuous and 
diftingulihed patriot with all the marks of the ipoft cordial efleeQi 
aid IKcndihip." 

** ruled; 
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^ ruled* The proimfe of his early talents haS flot' 
*^ been fulfilled : and if we ftill admire, it is the 
** triumph of partiality over experience. For his* 
*^ ability it feems impoffible to contend, if we at- 
" tentively furvey all his adminiftration, and re- 
^' fled, at the fame time, that he has been a Mi- 
^ nifter v/ith fuch advantages as no other Mini- 
^ fter ever yet poflcffed, A moft Angular con- 
^ currence of circumftances has, at all times, 
^ thrown every thing into his power, and left 
** every thing at his devotion. Yet has he, from' 
^ the.firft, conddcended to adopt fuch petty tricks,' 
^^ expedients, and finefles, as his mind, if it had 
*^ been really vigorous and great, muft, at all 
^^ times, have rejefted with contempt, 

" In the conduft of Mn Pitt, there is ner^r 
^^ found that fearlefs fimplicity, that dignified can- 
.^^ dour, which are the genuine offspring of an 
"■* elevated mind, and the true criterion of real wit 
^^ dom, ' It is tfaefe that incline and enable others 
<^ to meet our wiihes, and accede to our prbpp- 
'* fals. It is thefe that leave thofe for whom we 
•* aft nothing to complain of, and thofe whom we 
^^ oppofe nothing to accufe. . Minifters who are 
^^ aduated by thefe principles, have no occafion to 
'*<* appeal for the propriety of their meafures to the 
<^ fan^on they have received fronpi their majorities 

♦* ia 
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<f Ja Itelkm^') and sure ui84er ao nece^ty^c^tw 
^^ tiaually to itAife papers and ftop enquiries i for 
^ th^y have nothing to ^onceali aad tjiey we w^ 
** wiilii^ to deceive^ . - 

** Frofa the firft owning of the French R^<w 
^< lu4on to the preimt hour, Mr. Pitt has at no^ 
^^ time dUpktyed that commanding foreGghn whiclir 
^' mdrkk ^ fYq)erior mind^ or that controUiag pruw 
^ detice which we have a right to exped: in hiiil 
^ who undertakes the management %>[ the incercffal 
^^ of millions. At no felibn has he cytr eiidea»» 
^ vottred to ftem the torrent of public prejudtce^^ 
^ or to make tbe pec^le calm and wife when they^ 
^ were inflamed and ignors^t^ The (beam c€ 
** public opinion he has always fubmitted patiently 
^ and diligently to watch, and to float upon its 
^* furfeice ; not dired its courfe where wifdom oP 
^ pjttriotifm might fuggeft. The nonfenfeof the 
^ Teft-Aa, the rubbifli of the Penal Lm$^ the 
** cbrruption 6f our reprcfentatioia^ in him find a 
i^ ftatefioan ever ready to ftep out in their defence 
^ and fiippott^ under the ready 9itd impenedr^Ie 
¥ flueld of exiAiiig ctrcnmftances. The mind of 
f^ the MLtkm under his au^ices makes no ad^ances^f 
¥ he turns its ignorance or its {«ejttdk:cs tb hk 
^ own adYantagt ; he labotirs not to corn^ then 
^ at tb$ bcffisdfd of Im own poper« Mo^Reuthnipnc* 
, . ' " has 
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^ has he' ewr tittered^ to na plan hgts; \^ ev^r ad*' 
^f heivd, which can be fiiewn to have been incon«^ 
^ fiftetit, at the time^ wkb inrhat he may have 
** fuppofed to be his interdl as a Minifter. At* 
'^ tacbment to their fitivatioa is jtfae utUTerfal fault 
♦^ -—the vulgar motive of all the little Mioifljew 
** that have ever difgraced the cabinets of princes; 
*? yet by this wretched priac^le h^ the ccfnduft 
^« of Mr. Pitt been uniformly governed and di^* 
^5 reded. Throughout the whole of Mr. iPitt'i 
^^ adminiftrationy we may difceri) the ikilfal par^ 
^f liamentary kfider; the ;it£endve obferver of 
^f tipaee arid feqfims j the modulator of the notes 
^^ of the Houfe of Commptis : but we never he^ 
^ bold the inftt-ufbor of nations, or tiae enlightened 
*f Minifter of a great people. He has eloquefice, 
*.* but not wifdom ; a love rf patronage and power, 
^ no enlarged or dignified ambition ; and all Ae 
^ tafiiBe& and infoleace of gemuft, without its i^v^ 
^ fibii&ies or its force. 

^ The inhabitant of this country iiave beea 
^ dttefiy mified in iheir opouon of the ability of 
^^ Mx. Pitt, by too inco»fidera^ an adiniratio& of 
^ his taJents as an orator* Yet they ihouM ak 
^^ ways have confidered, that he who is eloquent 
** is not neceffarily wife : the greateft ftrength oif 
^ nofiaoij combined with a ready iuftply of giit^ 

" tering 
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^ terlng language, are not un£requently iinite<if 
^ with weaknefs of judgment. It is the weighty 
•* not the variety, of ideas with which wifdom i^ 
^* concerned ; fhe is fufpidous of a multitude of' 
^^ words, left fhe fhould be deemed and bewil^' 
•^ dered, 

*^ Amplijfication is the great bufinefs of elot 
• quence ; while the firft occupation of wifdom 
** is to reduce every thing, if poffible, to its ori-^ 
** ginal elements. Enthufiafm is the foul of \he' 
^ one; calmnefs the effence of the other. The* 
** one diftinguiflies not, examine3 not, hefitates' 
** not, refleds not : the other is cautious, fcrupu- 
** lous, patient, and deliberative. The reviver of 
^ American taxation, and the confequent author 
^f of the Anjerican war, was Charles Townfttend, 
** * the ddight of the Houfe of Commons.' If we 
^ retire from the fpeech of Mr. Fox, our concept 
** tions are enlarged ; we have food for contem-' 
^ plation: the imprei&ons which our judgment 
^ has recdyed can never be obliterated. On tte 
*^« contrary, the fpeech of Mr. Pitt is a fplendiii* 
*^ vifion, feding every moment from our view,' 
** and never to be recalled^ There is an eloquence 
** of. the mind as well as of the tongue. ; * 

" *Mf in any part pf this iH^ure there IJiould aiv." 

" pear 
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*' be eictended to the emotions of the artift, whofe 
** pencil might be betrayed while his mind was 
^* warmed with indignation, or hurried into difguft 
^^ by the contemplation of a form which he was 
'^ confcious had been Icmg the idol, and was ftiU 
** the fevourite, of his countrymen j while to him 
^^ it appeared without beauty and without-ftrength; 
** with HO fimplicity to engage, no elegance tb 
^^ charm ; fierce in its mien, and unnatural in its 
^"^ geftures; a form which fpread definition as 
** it moved — which it was impoffible to adqure— • 
^ which it was ftill more impoilible to love.'* 

With relation to Lord Grenville, who fuftains 
the fecond part in the political drama, but whofe 
talents for public bufinefs appear fo inadequate to 
the exigencies of the times, it were fincerely to bfe 
wifhed, previous to his again engaging in the a)*- 
duous talk of negotiation, that he would be pleafed 
to devote fbme fmall fliare of his attention to the 
writings of Sir William Temple, with the laudable 
view of imbibing, if poffible, a portion of the fpi- 
rit of that able and fortunate politician, fo long 
and fb juftly celebrated as the moft perfed: model 
of diplomatic wifdom. In M. de Wit, Sir Wil- 
liam Temple, indeed, met with a congenial mind ; 
and tp this, and the facility of reftoring a fyftem 

forcibly 
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lordblf deraeiged tb its natanl otAar, he attnbufe 
ed the voaderful ioccds of his miiSoa to the 
fhgac^ m i668» But that great Mhuiler knew 
haw much was due to the extraordinary adike& of 
the Eaglifli Ambaiador. ^ Toute la modeftie de 
votre raiiboBexnent/' fays the Peofioaary, ^^ ne 
^ m'empechera pas de croire que tout autre Mi* 
^ niftre que fa Majefte Britanique eut «ivoye a hi 
^ Haye n'auroit pas fait ea bien des moJs ce que . 
*' vous avcz achev^ ea quatre jours." 

Any perfon who reads with a diibenui^ epe 
the dilpatches of the Ambaflador, and i& partU 
cular the letters addrefled to Lord Arlington of 
the 36th, znd to the Lord Keeper Bridgemaa of 
the ayrk January 1668, will iK)t deem thecomplip* 
ment ftrained : ^^ Ceft la par£ute confiaaoe," £iys 
he to M. Crourv^e, ^ qui nous a reqproqaeoieait 
^ uni M. le Penfionnaire et tnoi ; H le loue de moi 
^ et de ma maniere d'agir, qui comme vous laves 
** eft toujours francbe et ouverte." 

Speaking of the negotiations carrying on between 
the Marquis del Caftei Rodrigo and the deputies 
ef Holland, he tells us, ^^ that when the d^uties 
^ demanded an audience or a paper, if they hare 
** it not within half an hour, they fay, * Le Marquis 
^' fe mocque d'eaux, et ils le trouvent obliges de 

** Tecrire 
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^ VicnK ce foir aux €taz^ ct que la Marqtm IW 
^^ cherche que retavdemente, et par-la de le^ ezu 
** gager dans la guerre,' So that, in all their au^ 
*' diences, between the Marquises eloquence and 
« their Leyden philofophy, the cards commonly 
<< run high, and all is pique and repique between 
^^ them : and I am to go to one and the other, next 
^ dsxfy to fet all right again, and endeavour to 
^^ make them agree aiunder upon points which 
^ they could by no means agree upon together.** 

In a letter to M. de Wit^ April 17, iS68, htt 
thus exprefes himfelf : ** Je n'ai encore riea re- 
^ marque dans le cours de cette affaire doat je ntf 
** fuflfe yenu a bout avec vous fans le moindre 
*' chagrin, mais meme agrement. Et je nevVQUS 
*^ dirai point les pemes et les foucis que j'ai en a 
**.m€iiager totites chofes entr'eux, et a prevenir 
** des eclats et les reparties piquantes qu*ils etoiexkt 
♦* prets de fe faire a tout bout de champ. J'aiem-* 
** ploye pour cela toute mon addreJaTe, car je faifois 
*' cette reflexion, que les difyofitions, ou fi vou» 
•* voulez les paiEons, des Miniftres ont une grande 
¥ influence fur celles du maitres/* 



To Sir John Trevor, upon auother occafion, 
he fays tpthe fame effefl: (D^c. lo, 1669), ** For 
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^ Siugiit 1 fee, all bufineffes depend upon the qiiafi^ 
^ ties of the men that manage them.'* 

That illuftrioUs ftatefman, M. de "Wit, in reply 
to complaints received from the Englifh Court 
(Oft. i6yo) relative to infults offered to the per- 
fonal dignity of the king, fays, in language worthy 
of fo great a man, *' Je fouhaiterois que de part et 
•* d'autre il n'eut paru des libelles, des vers, dci 
** medailles, &c. Et j*avoue volontiers qu'en c6 
^ pais Ton fe donne un peu trop de licenfe en 
•* de^ certaifies chofes« Vous, Monfieur, et ccfux 
** qui vous refiemblent, vous etes au-deffus de ceJ 
•* que vous nommez bien bagatelles, et ne vous 
•* arrdtes qu'aux vEkiTABLES intentions de 
•^l'etat/' 

tt mufl indeed be acknowledged, that thei in- 
fults offered to the perfonal dignity of the prefent 
Monarch, by the Convention of France, were of 
an higher and more ferious nature than thofe 
alluded to by M. de Wit ; but they originated un- 
der circu|nftances of peculiar irritation ; and pro- 
ceeded evidently from refentment at the inftite 
previoufly offered to them. Mod unqueftionably' 
the real views of the ftate, ^ les veritabtes intent. 
*• tioiis de riiaty' were not hoftile any farther 

thaa. 
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tixm they conceived thofe of England to be fo> 
and there cannot exift the flighted rational doubt 
but that a Temple or a de Wit would, without 
difficulty, have terminated the whole difpute^ for- 
midable in appearance rather than in reality, by 
a fpeedy and amicable edairciiTement. 

It may be proper to obferve, that the numerous 
animadverfions of Mr. M. on the celebrated pam* 
j)hlet of Mr. Erfkine are pafTed over in filence, 
as .being merely argumenta ad homnem^ and 
therefore wholly irrelevant in difcuifing the real 
merits of the queftion. It muil: be acknowledged 
that this popular trad, abounding as it does with 
liberal and noble fentiments, is rather to be con«r 
fidered as an eloquent pleading, than as an exad and 
accurate ilatement of feds. There are three other 
publications, by three very diftinguiflied perfon^ 
on the fame fide j each of which in its way pofleffes 
v«y great and extraordinary merit. The firfl: 
is Mr. Fox's ^ver-memorable Letter to his Con- 
ftituentsj the fecond is the admirable Addrefs 
to the King, moved in the Houfe of Commons 
by Mr. Grey, on the 21ft Feb. 1793, and recorded 
on^the Journals of the Houfe; and thirdly, not 
inferior to either, is the trad ftyled, "The 
Queftion Stated, March 1798,** by Mr. Francis. 
All of them are the evident productions of wife and 

able 
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Ibte Stateimen^ who^ umnflueaeed by thei viAd a^ 
temporary alarms, prejudices, and clamours^ oi 
the times in which they live, c^ei- to their fellow- 
citizens that found and falutary advice, which the 
Kation, through the artifices and mi£reprefentatioai 
of interefted and defigning men^ was^ and is» in 
a ftate too diftempered even to attend to, and much 
lefs to followi Thdfe Excellent writings will, not^ 
withftanding^ ever remain, to adopt the language 
of the ittuftrioiis Earl of Chatham, in relation to 
hife provifional bill for efie£Hng a reconciliation 
widi Ameticaj *' mcmuments of their earneft, how* 
^ €v«r ineflfeaual^ endeavours to fisrve their €ouiv« 

A fisw concluduig remarks may be of ufe^ a$ si 
general recapitulary ftatement and fummary of 
fafts. 

Mr. Pitt came mto office^ fupported by the voice 
of the Nition, aftuated on the one hand, by 
recent refentment, originating in a combination 
of ill-fbirred accidents, againft a Statefman of the 
higheft talents, of long experience, of unbounded 
philanthropy, guided by the profoundeft poUkica! 
iagacityj and on the other, by the too fanguine 
and romantic hope which Ste indulged of a youag, 
artful, andafpiring rival; an Odavius in pofitics^ 

who 
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T^hotSLgetly fought forocciifidmlb advaftce htmfetf^ 
:mthout pailing through the necefiary gradarions 
x>f office, to the firft <lignities of.thtfftate- .Early 
inftruded) hoi^vever, in the true principles of politi'' 
pal i^dom^ and connected from his iiril entrance 
int<^ public life with perfons diftinguiflied for ua^^ 
flerftaxuiing and liberality, he govern^ £or three 
years with prudence and reputation. . BiU at the 
lend of this term one of thofe critical qudftion^ 
occurred which in the courfe of years will oc^ 
(caiionally arife, requiring not art ^d plauiibi^ 
lity merely, but refolution and penetration to 
decide upon. This was the queftion refpeding 
th^ repeal of the Teft Laws. By arguing in de- 
fence ;of the equity and expediency of thefe juillj 
obnoxious ftatutes, he deferted one of the cleareft 
and moft facred principles of whiggifm. Such a 
queftion might furely have been left to take its 
chance in the Houfe of Commons, without hav- 
ing to encounter the eloquence jof a Mimfter, 
who fet out in life as an advocate of liberal 
reform. Had the flighteft countenance been given 
by the Court to the motion of Mr. Beaufoy, it 
would unqueftionably have paffed without difficulty; 
The Parliament and Nation were ripe for this mea^ 
fure of policy and juftice, but Mr, Pitt employed 
his influence to counteract it. Such a meafure as 
th^s would have led the way to other liberal and 

K rational 
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ndaml refennt bk didr proper gni(datioBs mi m 
the comitry became fuffidendy cnlighteoed to 8^ 
f ro¥^ or at baft to endure them : and thefe m^ 
fcam%^ the good effefts of which if jadiciooily coo* 
duded muft hare been immediately apparent^ 
iMuld have eSefhudly precluded all fubfequent 
attempts to diffuie the fpirit of diiconteat aad 
liGbficSiim. This great point bnng conceded by 
Mr. Pitt to the Tory and High-church party in tbfe 
OA>inet, he neceffioily loft the ccH^dence and 
efteem of the moft intelligent and liberal pieiicmfr ia 
the community, who dificemed in this acquiefceqict 
joliaite attendant and confequent mifchief» ^rom 
ftep to ftep, Mr* Pitt has completely abandooed his 
<|riginal principles of Whiggifm; and has at Ingdl 
become the greateft and moft dangerous enemy 
of liberty that this Nation ever knew. 

In the fame fjnrit of pufillanimous acquiefcence 
to his 'Tory co-adjutors^ after refufing to accede 
to the overtures di amity and alliance, and to tha 
requeft of medisdon made by France at different 
tunes, he ca ptnted at leaft to the recal of Ix>i;d 
Gower from Paris, at a time when the prdence 
of an Ambaflador was more neceffary than at any 
period (ince the commencement of diplomatic isi« 
tercourfe between the two Nations, 



He 
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c Hetrtnc die fkrther ftep^ of rdft^hig, id coflki 
t&on with the reft of the Cabinet, all recognklcm 
flf the iind^affador of France in England, tie 
joined bis colleagues in uniting 1 ialfcr and iiiii<fiot»s 
alarm, for the purpofe of enabling the Court of 
•^ndoa to avtiage it&lf of the in&Its oSetA to 
:t&e perfon of the Sling, in die tumuitnous' meet- 
^gf of the Conveitticai : die folly and madnefe 
<if Tvfao& proceedings wotild hayt fioamifhed a 
^i|«at StatefiHan ^th an additional and powerful 
-iiiodye fbrcoolaels and moderation. He gave his 
jooratfenance at kaft to the&nfi^le& andiofuffinr- 
4hiit iniblence and ant)gan<!e of Lo^d OtenviHe^s 
letters to ^M. Chauvelin ; and the temperate an^ 
liberal advances of the French Executive Coun- 
cil were repulfed wi& h^effkble conten^t. As 
the fummit of human folly, M. Chauvelin wa^ 
at length order^ to depart the kingdom in e%ht 
d^ys, though the death of the King of France was 
an event whith it no more imported Great Britain 
4o retenge than the aflaifitiad<Mi of Kouli Khan; 
and thou]^ a war could not but be the inunedialg 
l^^fo&offuGha ftep. 

^ la confequence pf this unjufl: and unmecefiuy • 
war/ into which the Nadon was, againfirall rules of 
political wiMom, prisc^itated, by the pride and raft* 
neft of Minifters, thefe kipgdoms have been in* 

volved 
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.Tolredin dangers kad difficulties grditer and triors 
.alarming than flie ever before experienced. She 
has been reduced to combat, not merely in her 
own defence, but for her very exiftence. 

( . Such outrages have been offered, and fuch de- 
predations made upon th^ Conftitution of the 
.country, that it may be, faid to be expiring under 
the wounds it has received in the houfe of its pre- 
.tended friends. And a fyftem of taxation has been 
.cftabliflied. which refembles rather the indifcrimx- 
nate pillage and plunder of an huitile invader, than 
the voluntary contribution of a free and generous 
people. 

.. . We have ken on one fide of the Channel which 
divides the Britifli Iflands our fellow-fubjeas exaf- 
.perated into rebellion, and perifliing under the 
edge of the fword : and on the other, terrified 
.into univerfal fubmiflion, and in the filence of 
defpairftarvirig with hunger; while placemen, con- 
tra&ors, loan jobbers, and the boftbf locufts which 
prey upon the vitals of the land, are accumulating 
out of the deep diftreffes of the people ftupendous 
fortunes'—from the bowers of pleafure and of Qpu* 
lence furveyihg.with frigid indiflference the fur- 
-rounding. abodes of mifery ; and with unblufhing 
^.ieffrontery proclaiming amidft their aborninable 

revels, 



i?evels» malques, and orgies»,that the war fe HOii^vr,^ 
lusTj and necessary.. 

The name of Mr. Pitt will be fmmortalifed'iii? 
hiftory, as the man who has added more to the 
burdens, and fubtrafted more from the liberties o£ 
the fubjeO:, than all the ftateftnen whahave pre-- 
ceded him in office fince the Revolution*. No Mi- 
nifter ever challenged the confidence of the coun- 
try with fuch haughtinefs; and no Miniflrer ever* 
Jo completely forfeited all rational pretenfion to- 
that confidence he fo prematurely and proudly 
claimed.. 
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